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Where any article, or statement, has the author's name attached, he 
alone is responiible, and for those which are unsigned, the Editor will be  
accountable. 

(Cofztinued fronz Mlzrch number.) 

11-e are still on the second chapter. If my object were merely to skim 
through the poem, sho~ving where it agreed with, differed from, or reconciled 
the various systems of philosophy that were followed in India, we could have 
long ago reached the end of the book. But we are looking at it in one of 
its aspects-the one most important,for all earnest students-the personal 
interior view th?t aicls us to reach Moksha.' From this standpoint we can 
easily defer a consideration of the philosophical discussion to a later period. 

Let us talc:: up some of the instruction given in the portion of the second 
chapter just finished. The  remainder of the lecture is devoted to a reply 
from Krishna to Arjuna's question as to what is the description, appearance, 
carriage, and conversation of the man who has attained to steady meditation, 

1 Salvation. 
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Krishna says that " the subject of the three Vedas is the asseml~lage of 
the three qualities." 'I'hese three qualities are Saz'zua, Rajah, and y;l??lO, 

and are separately treated in a succeeding chapter. Now Sa /~~l t~-gz~na '  is a 
pure, high quality, the opposite of Tanzoguna which is darkness and 
illdifference. Yet the remarkable advice is here given, " be thou free from 
these three qualities." I t  is a very great wonder that this has not been 
pounced upon before as showing that Krishna directs his follon~er to renounce 
the quality of goodness, and thus directly encourages n~icl~edness, but as that 
is immediately followed by the direction to "repose upon eternal truth," 
possible critics have been perhaps deterred by tile seeming 1)aradox. I t  is 
evident at once that a higher sort of Soticla is referred to in the words "eter- 
nal truth." Satxla is the Sanscrit for /i-ulh, and is not clualified when its 
place among the three clualities is given, so that, when the disciple free:, 
himself from this ordinary Satwa, he is to take refuge in its eternal counter- 
part. Further, the instruction is not to vcnozrnce truth or eitlier of the 
other two qualities, but to remain freed from the influence or binding force 
that any sort of quality llas upon the human Ego. 

!t is difficult for a great Being such as Krishna to convey to the incluir- 
i n s  mind these high themes, and so, perforce, language must be useti that 
f(2rever has two meanings,-it continually retreats before us, going from o n e  
to the other. 'LSatwa"--truth-had to be talcen to express the liigl~est 
cluality of any being who possesses them, and yet, when we begin to s1)eal; of 
the highest conceivable state in which attributes are absent, we still use tlie 
same word, only adding to it etc.rno/. 

T h e  essence of the instruction given by Krishila is to heconle devo/ed, as 
he says, " Therefore give thyself up  to devotion." H e  prepared the way for 
that by showing, as adverted to in the last article, how erroneous it was to 
follonl even the special ceremonies and texts laid down for the people in the 
Vedas. Those ceremonies procured either re\irards in heaven, or upon the 
earth during subsequent lives as \\re11 as in those in which the ceremonies 
were perf~rmed.  \Ye can more easily understand \\.hat Krishna rlleallt i f  we  

will suppose him to be refer-ring to a doctrine that in those days was pre- 
cisely similar in its scheme of  rewards t o  the old-fashioned Chi-istian belief 
that, by follo\ving the Scriptures, one secured happiness and prosperity on 
earth and great bliss forever in heaven with the saints. 'This is declared by 
him to be a deluding doctrine. H e  does not say that the rewards as laid 
down will not follow the practice, but implies that they \xiill. But as the 
wheel of rebirth will eternally revolve, drawing us inevitabl~. back to a nlor- 
tal l~ody, we are continuall!- deluded and never succeed in attaining to 
God,-that 1)eing the gual for us all. 

Heaven, whether it be that of theChristian or ofthe Hindu, is what 12ud(lha 

1 Qualit? of Truth or l'llrity. 



1888.1 T H E  BHAGAVAD-GI'I'A. 3 .'i 

called a thing or state that hai a beginning and will have an end. I t  may, surely, 
last E o n s  of lime, but it will come to an end, and then the weary task of treacl- 
ing the world-n.11ether this or some other one-has to be recommencecl. 
Hence Klishna said that men wele deluded by those flowery sentences 
proclaiming a me'lns of l e a c h ~ n g  heaven, than which there was nothing better. 

1)ouhtless t t le~e ale niany students who, believing in the possibility o f  
reaching heaven. say that they are ~villing tc) take the risk of what ma! 
happen after the enjoyment for such a long period is ended. But those 
ribks would not be taken were they well understood. They are numerous 
and great. of them cannot be stated, because, in order to be 
understood at all, more must be linown of the power of mind and the real 
meaning of meditation. But the ordinary risks are found in what we may 
roughly, for the present, call delayed Karma and unspent aflinities. 

T h e  power of these two has its root in the vast complesit!- of man's 
nature. Such is its complexity that a man cannot, as a complete being, 
ei7er enjoy heaven or an!, itate shalt of union with the Divine. Learned 
theosophists talk of a man's going to Devachan, and of his being here on 
earth suffering or enjo! ing Kai-ma, when as a fact only a small part of h im 
is either here or there. \Z'hen he has lived out his life and gone to 
Devachan, the vast root of his being stands waiting in the One Llfe, waitin? 
patientl! for him to return and exhaust some more Karma. That  is, in an!. 
one life the ordil~ar! man only takes u p  and exhausts \v\'l~at Karrna his bodily 
apparatus permits. Part of the power of Karma is in the "mysterious power 
of meditation," which exhibits itself according to the par ticclar corporeal 
botiy one ha5 assumed. So the man may in this life perform "special 
ceremonies" and conform to texts and doctrine, attaining thereby the 
reward of heaven, and still have left over a quantity of that "niysterious 
power of meditation" unexpended ; and what its complexion is he does not 
know. Its risk therefore is that it may be very bad, and, when he does 
return from heaven, his next body may furnish the needed apparatus to 
bring up  to the front this mass of unexpended Karma, and his next 
compensation might be a sojourri in hell. 

I n  reassuming a body, the "mysterious power" spoken of reaches out 
to numberless affinities engendered in other lives, and takes hold of all that 
come in its reach. Other beings once known to the man arrlve into 
incarnation at the same time, and bring into action affinities, attractions, and 
powers that can only act through them and him. Their influence cannot 
be calculated. I t  may be good or bad, and, just as he is swayed by them 
or as his sway the other being, so nil1 work out the lcarrna of each. Krlshna 
therefore advises Arjuna to be free from the influence of the qualit!, so that 
he may obtain a cor@Zete release. Ant1 that freedom can only be attained, 
as he says, by means of Devotion. 



These effects, divergencies and swaying, are well l<now11 to o c c u l t i ~ t ~ ,  
and, although the idea is very new in the \Vest, it is riot unl;no\vn in India.  
This law is both an angel of mercy and a messenger of justice, for, ~ l i i l e  n.e 

have just stated its operation as among the risks, it is also a means nheret)>- 
nature saves men often from damnation. 

Suppose in some life long-past I had a dear friend, or wife, or relative. 
witti whom my intimacy was interior and deep. Death separates us, and in 
subsequent lives he devotes himself to truth, to ~visdc)nl~ to the highest in 
him, while I go  on careless of all but pleasure in the present. After many 
lives we meet again as either friends or accluaintances. At once the old 
intimacy asserts itself, and my formel. friend-although maybe neither of us 
knows it-has a strange power to toucli my inward life, and wakes me up to  
search for truth and my own soul. I t  is the unespended affinity, and bj- its 
aid nature works my salvation. 

Then we should both seek devotion. This devotion is what is incul- 
cated by the Adepts to their Chelas. I t  involves a mental abnegation not 
agreeable to our modern mind, but that must be acquired or real progress 
is impossible. We must by means of this mental devotion to the Divine, 
which means abnegation of all the rest, dismiss all results of our actions. 
I t  is not ours to say what shall be the result of an action ; the Law will bring 
about a result much better, perhaps, than we had imagined. If the results, 
if the passing daily circumstances, are not those we expected, then by 
means of Devotion we accept them as just what the Law intended. But i f  
we fix our desire on accomplishing even a seeming good result, \ire are 
bound by that desire, no  matter whether our wish is accomplished or not. 

This exhortation to devotion is at once the most simple and the most 
difficult. Some deride it because they want powers and " development ;" 
others because they think it too simple ; but the wise student, even when he 
cannot at first grasp its meaning, will revolve it in his mind, strive after it, 
and make it a thing to be attained by him. 

WILLIAM BREHON, F. 1'. S. 

(To be contzizued. ) 

H e  who in any way reviles, impugns, or abuses the person or fountain 
from which comes his knowledge, or the impulse that leads him to the 
acquirement of truth, is unworthy of the name of disciple. 

I t  is one thing to have that knowledge which disciples have, but it is 
quite another thing to be s disciple. The  possession of the first does not 
infer the second. 
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[,I PAPER REXI) BI-:E'OI<E TI-fl: II.II,L'ES TIIEOSOPHICAT, SOCIETY.] 

I \  I.\\ 0 I1.11< J Y.  

Of all of 'Yennyson's ~ ~ o r l i s ,  the tn-o in n.hicli we find the deepest thouglit 
and the broadest scope are "In AIemoriam " anrl the '61~1~.11.; of the King ". 
In  the former the thoughts, the questionings, the llopes era strong intellect 
and warm heart in the presence of a great sorrois, are clearl~. n ritten in beau- 
tiful verse ; one may read, stud!-, and meditate long on it ,  for it deals with 
the profoundest problems of  life : but one does not have to look for a second 
meaning hidden l~eneatl-i the apparent. Quite differe~lt is i t  with the " ld~~l l s , "  
where the external form is that of a collection of legends from the mist!. 
past of Britain, fro111 that period bet\veen the times of the Roman and the 
Saxon of wl~ich history tell us notl~ing. rintl probably the greater part of 
the readers of  these poems, even anlong those 110 admire them, see nothing 
more than this ; overlooliing the cle'lr statement of the author in the Epi- 
logue :- 

" this iinperfect tale 
New-old, and shado\ving Ser.se nt war wit11 Soul, 
Kat!ier tllan that gray I;iiig, \rllo>e naine, a gllost, 
Streains like n cloud, ~nan-shaped, fi-om nlc~untain peal;, 
And cleaves to cairn and cromlech still." 

I t  nlay be interesting to us to look at this a little more closely ; and 
the first thing we notice is that the Idj-11s are not so many independerit 
poems, but constitute one organic whole, thoush wri tten at widely different 
times. 

T h e  Idea of a great poem, based on the Xrthurian legends,appears t o  
have been a favorite conception of Tennyson at an early (late. 'l'lie fras- 
lnent "I\Iort d' rirthur" was published in 1842,  but the poet apparently not 
having received encouragement for the greater worl; of n~hich this was to be 
a part, the original plan was forgotten, or at any rate kept back ; and foul. 
of the idylls appeared in 1859 as separate poems, \vithout indication of 
belonging to a larger worli. Rut when, in 1870, the four other idylls and 
the introduction had been gi\.en to the public, and the work appeared in the 
form we now have it, the earlier parts nrere found to fit perfectly into their 

t 

places, though these were not at all deterniined by the order in nIiic11 the!, 
had previously appeared. Onl!, \light verbal alterations had been made in 
them; but the '' Xor t  (1' Llrthur" had now the title " The  P~bs ing  of ,lrthur," 
a very significant change ; its length was about doubled by the verses 
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prefixed and added to the original, which remained almost unchanged in 
the midst. As a counterpart to this, an  entirely new "Coming of -\rr1inrn 
was prefixed to the series ; and in these two, the Coming and the Passing, 
we shall find a great part of the occult and symbolical ideas ~vliich 1i.e are 
seeking. 

As a general statement of the work, nothing that I can say will be so 
satisfactory as some quotations from an article which appeared in the 
Contemporary Review at the time of tlie first publication cif the complete 
work. Though in some of the details we Iila!. difer from this writer's 
interpretation, his appreciation of the y e a t  motive is certailily striliing. 

" O u r  first impressicin (.)11 reaclinz tlie Itl!.lls is one of ?,imple antl 
complete external loveliness-of a series of gorgeous landscape3 taliell 
exactly from nature-of a glittering and splentlicl revival of ttle p,~,t--t if  

knightly days and cloings set to nlellifluous music under tlle sliinilly sliieh 
of chivalry. Soon, lio\vever, artistic unities begin to emerge ail11 ntlcl tllc 

charm of purpose ancl intention, i f  only in the sense of aesthetic com~ilete- 
ness. We so  from the marriage season of S'rzizg in tlie '. Con~ilis- c ) f '  

Arthur," \\.here the blossom of the hIay seems to spread its perfume over 
the whole scene, to the Em-4~ Sutnnze/- of the honeysuckle in " Garetli," the 
quickly foblo\ving mowing season of " Geraint," and the sudden sunltner 
thunder shower of " Vivien "; thence to the " Full Sz~mnzer " of " Elaine," 
with oriel casement " standing witie for heat ;" and later to the sweep of 
equinoctial storms and brolien weather of the " Holy Grail." Then thc  
Auturnlt roses and brambles of  " Pelleas," and in the " Last Tournament" 
the close ofAutunzntziZe ~vitti all its " slo~vly mello\ving avenues," through 
which \r7e see Sir Tristranl riding to his doom. In  " Guinevere " the creep- 
ing mists of con~lizg wlizter pervade tlie picture, and in the " Passing (-If 
Arthur " we conle to the "deep midwinter on the frozen hills," and the end of 
all, on the year's shortest day,-" that tiny wlien the great light of heaven 
burned at his lowest in the rolling year." T h e  King, who first appears on 
(:the night of the new year," disappears into the dawning light of " the 
new sun bringing the new year," and thus the whole action of tlie poeni is 
comprised precisely within the limits of the one principal and ever-recurring 
cycle of time. 

Note also the keeping which exists between the local color in each 
poem proper to the season, and the dramatic action which is presented in it. 

* * * * * 
But, by the time we have discovered antl  followed out such unities as 

\ 

these, we find that the whole serles of poems is gradually transforming itself 
into a moral series and unity, with a significance far greater than any 
aesthetical one. We come to see, at length, that the high cycle of the soul 
on earth is set before us, as completely by the human actions and passions 
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of the piece as the cycle of ttie ?ear by its landscapes and seasons. * 
* L * * The  central figure of the poem appears 

anci reappears, through all the series of events, in a way which irresistibly 
suggests that more, if not quite clearl! what, is meant by his Icingship than 
mere outward kinglines5 . So that when we are at last plainly told in the 
Epilo_~ae that he shado\vs Soul in its war with Sense, a sudden clearance of 
haze seems to take place, and a sort of diffused and luminous gleaming of 
which we had been dimly conscious all along ( (  orbs into a perfect star " of 
meaning. 

If now we read the poems by the light of this meaning, we shall find 
the Soul come first before us as a conclueror in a waste ant1 desert lancl, 
groaning under mere brute power. Its history before then is dark xith 
doubt and mystery, and the questions about its origin and authorit!. for111 
the main subject of the introductory poem : " Many, theulselves tlie l~aseht, 
hold it to be base-born, ant1 rage afi<xinst its rule."-- 

"Ant1 iince 111s ways are sweet, 
And their> are l~estinl,  hold him less than lllall ; 
And there 1)e tliose who  11oltl him more than man 
Ant1 t l rea~n he t l ropr  from heaven." * * * 

T h e  inscrntablene~s of its or-izin being thus signified, we see next the 
recognition of its suI)remac!.. anri its first act of knighthood the inspiration 
of the best and bravest near it with a common enthusiasm for Right. 'I'he 
founding of the Order of the Round Table coincides u'itli the soleliln 
crowning of the Soul. Conscience, acknowledged and throned as I i i ~ ~ g ,  
binds at once all the best of human powers together into one brotherhood, 
and that brotherhood to itself b!. \.o\vs so straight and high,-"That when 
they rose knighted from kneeling, some were pale as at  the passing of  a 
ghost, some flushed, some dazed," etc. At that supreme coronation moment, 
the Spirit is surrountled and cheered by all the powers and influences which 
can ever help it : earthl!. servants and allies, and heavenl!. powers and 
tokens : the l;niglits, to signik tlie strength of the body ; Merlin, the 
intellect ; the Lady of the Lalie, ~ h o  stands for the Church and gives ttie 
soul its sharpest and most splendid earthly weapon ; and, above all, three 
fair and mystic queens, " tall, wit-h bright, sweet faces," robed in the li\.ing 
colors sacred to Love and Faith and Hope, which flow upon then1 from tlle 
image of our Lord above. These surely stand for those immortal virtues 
which onl!. will abide "when all that seems shall suffer shock," arid leaning 
upon which alone, the Soul, when all else falls from it, shall go to~vards the 
golden gates of the new and brighter morning. 

*ls the first idyll seems to indicate ttie coming and the recognition of 
the Soul, so the ensuing ones show how its influence waxes or wanes in the 
great 11attle of life. Through all of  these we see the body and its passions 
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gain continually greater sway, till in the end the Spirit's eartlil!!. \v(-~rli i.s 

ih\varted and defeated by the flesh. Its immortalit~. alone renlainb tcl i t ,  

anil, with this, a deathless hope. From the sweet spring breezes o f  .. Garetli " 
and the story of " Geraint and Enid," where the first gush of poisolli~lg 
pa*sion bows for a time with base suspicion, yet passes and lea1.e~ pure a 
great and  simple heart, we are led through " hIerlin and Vivien," where, 
early in the storm, we see great wit and genius yield ; and through " Lance- 
lot and Elaine," \vhel-e the piteous early death of  innocence and hope results 
from it ; to the "Hal!, Grail," \\;llel-e Itre see Religion itself, under the stress 
of it, and despite the earnest efii~rts of t t ~ c  soul, l)lo~vn into mere fantastic 
shapes of superstition. I n  " Pelleas and Ettare " the slorm of corruption 
~culminates, whirling the sweet ~vaters of young love anti faith out from tlieir 
proper channels, sixleeping them into mist, and casting tliem in hail upon 
the land. Then conies tlie clismal " autumn-dripping gloom " of the "IJ;i\t 
Tournament," with its awful ant1 potelqtous close ; and then  in "Guilievere" 
the final ligtitning stroke, ancl all the fabric of the earthl!. life falls smitten 
into dust, leavins to the soul a broken heart for company, ancl a con\.iction 
that, if i r ~  this world only it had hol)e, it \yere of all things most rniseril1)lc. 

Thus ends the " Round Table" and the life-long labor of the Soul. 
'There remains but the passing of the soul " from the great deep to the 

great deep," and this is the subject of tlie closing idyll. Here the " last clirn, 
weird battle," fought out in densest mist, stands for a picture of all human 
death, and paints its a\vfulness and confusion. T h e  Soul alone enduring 
beyond the end wherein all else is swallon.ec! u p  sees the mist clear at last, 
and finds those three cron-neci virtues b C  abiding" true and fist, and waiting 
to convey it to its rest. Character, formed ancl uplield 1)). these, is the im- 
mortal outcome of mortal life. They wail with it awhile in sympathy for 
the failure of its earthly plans ; but at the very last of all are heard to change 
tlieir sorrow into songs of joy, and tieparting vanish into light. * * * " 

Loolcing now at the individual parts of the poem, ~vliat strikes u s  most 
in the " Coming of Arthur " is the doubt and obscurity that cover the oris-iri 
of the King, that is, of the soul. No two can agree as to it, and ei.er!. 
man's judgment is a standard for determining 11is own character. Merlin, 
hearing all their conjectures, laughs at all, and answers in half mocking 
words that show the inlpotellce of the intellect to trace the origin of tlie 
soul ; 

" Rain, rain, and sun ! a rainl)o\v in the sky ! 
yo~ung man will be wiser by and 1)y ; 

An old man's \\.it nlny wander' ere he die. 

R a ~ n ,  rain, and sun ! a rainbow on the lea ! 
And truth is this to me, and that to thee : 
And truth or clotheti or naked let it be. 
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12ain, sun ,  and laill ! ant1 the free blossorn blows ; 
S u n ,  rain, and suli ! a1111 where is he who knows! 
l;l-om the great (lee]) to tlie great deel) he goes." 

But alrnost immetiiately after \\-e have again Merlin's word, as Bellicent 
tells it ; 

' &  Merlin in our time 
I Iatll sl)okel~ n1.o. not in jest, ant1 sworn 
Tlio' nien lilay woi~nd him that Ile will not die, 
But pais, ,"gin to come ! ant1 tlien or now 
Utterly snlite tlle heatlien underfoot, 
Till these and all men hail hini for their Icing." 

T h e  intellect may not comprehend tlie soul ; whence it came and 
whither it goes are beyond the range of the intellect ; b11t its supremacy 
must be acknowledged, its immortalit!, aiserted, and its certain ~-ictosy soon 
or late, if not in chis earth liie, the11 sometime when it returns again, over all 
that is beneath it .  This l~elief that Arthur cannot die, but only pass to 
come again, is repeated ag<lin and ajiain in the poem. 

I n  the iclyll " 'I'he Holy (;rail" i i  :I deic~ipt ion of the great hall of the 
knights at Camelot, ~ ~ h c r e  tile King held his court, which seems to me very 
suggestive. 

1111 the sacrctl mount of Camelot, 
And all the t l i~n,  rich city, roof l)y roof, 
Tower after tower, s1)il-e beyond spire, 
By grove, and xarden-ln\\.~l, and rushi~ig \)rook, 
Clinll).; to the inigllty llal! that Merlin built. 
Ant1 four great zones of zculpture, set I)etwixt 
With Inany a ~nyhtic sylnl~ol, gird the hall ; 
And in the lowest l~easts are slaying man,  
And in the seco~i(l men are sla)'i~ig beasts, 
t l~l t l  on the tliirtl are warriors, perfect nlen, 
i1ild 011 tlie fourtll are men with growing wings, 
And over all one t a t u e  in the mould 
Of all.tllur, ~nat le  1)y llerlin, with a crown, 
And  peali'd wi~lgs  pointed to tlie Northern Star, 
Ailtl eastward fronts the statue. ; r ~ . c l  the crown 
. lnd 1)otll the \:rings are liiade L.. . , , : ,  , :I flame 
At sunrise till the people in far LL :~ ;  
\\'astetl so often by the heathen hor~ i .  .\, 

Rehold i t ,  crying, " \ire have still a Icing." 

Compare wit11 this what the old man says to Gareth of this same tit), : 

'' And a.; thou sayest, it is enchanted, son, 
For there is ~lotliing in it as i t  seems, 
Saving the Icing ; tho' sollle there be that hold 
The  King a shadow, and the city real." 

F. S. COLLIKS. 
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-'L IYl~ere the daisies are rose-scented, 
,411d the rose herself has got 
I'erfitme which o n  e a r t l ~  IS not." 

ITornl exists on an ideal plane, as a purely abstract conce1)tion ; into 
this region, and the similar one of Nuinl~er-, 1)ure mattiematics have pene- 
trated.' l\Iodern speculations,' as \:.ell as tile ancient cal)ali,ts, ha\.i. aiserted 
that every geometrical form, as well as eve!!. i lun~l)er ,  ha \  a clelinite. innate 
relation to some particular entit!. on the other plane., t o  borne ccilou~ or 
tone, for instance ; and the1 e is gootl le,lsoil to l~eliei e that this hol(ls ~ i u c  
of all the planes, that tlie entities on each of them are l~ounil  to the entitle- 

on all the othels I)! ce~tain spilltual relations which lun  1 1 1 ; ~  tll~eatl, o f  solcl 
through the different ~) l ,~ney,  binding tlical all togetlicr in one I)i\iile 
Unit).: From the s t : ~ ~ ~ c i p , ) l l ~ t  of the terrestrial Globe, the modificatio~i- 
of the last emanation, Prinlordial F:artl~, is the mineral l;ingdon~, in \\ Ilich 
the primal earthy matter is modified by tlie element of Form. Tliere 1, 

every reason to ljelieve that, if any existing mineral or metal could 1)e 
reduced to the condition of " primordial eal th," it could l)e re-fol med il l  tc 1 

any other mineral or metal. T h e  speciali~ation of the nlinelal5, or " 6) r -  
~llation of the mineral kingdom," is perhaps marlied in the Genes1,- 
Cosmogony by the words,-- 

'' The Elohim called the dry land Earth, " 

Name and Form being cognate attributes of a specialized entity. As we 
have seen the gradual evolution of form in the descent from spirit to matter, 
so the gradual dissipation of form will be seen in the ascent from matter to 
- - - - - - - - - - - - -. . - --- - - -- - - -- - . - -  - - -  

1 I t  is  through the  l,o\\-er to sec. ancl iise these " abstract " fornis that  the Adept is able to 
evolve 1)c.fore our  eyes an>- ol~jcct  desirecl-a miracle to the Christian, a frai~tl  for thc il~aterirtlist. 
Countless lliyriacls of forms arc ill that  ideal sphere, and  matter exist8 in the astral light, or  ercsn in 
the rttn~ospherc, tha t  has passed tllrough all f o r n ~ s  possible for 11s to conceive of. All tha t  t h e  
Adept has to do is to select tlle " abstract for111 " desired, then to hold i t  beforc, 111111 \\-it11 :I forct: 
and  intensity rtnlinox~n to  tlie Illen of this hurried age, wliile he  draws iuto its I)oundarics tht: 
matter  reclnired to nialie i t  risible. How easy thls  to state, ho\r difficult to believe ; yr t  quite tnie, 
a s  many a theosophist very well knows. The oftener this  is done with any one form, the easier i t  
becomes. And sn i t  is with nature : her  e:tse of production grows like a habit.-[H. P. B.] 

2 " Geometric:~l Psychology," Miss 1,ouisa Cook. 
3 Hcre is  the  key so much desired by enterprising ---indeed all-stnilents. I t  is  by nlealls of 

these correllatiol~s s f  color, sonntl. form, n a n ~ b e r ,  and  s1il)st;~nce-that the trained will of tlie 
Initiate rules and  uses t h e  tlenizells of the elemental world. Many theosophists h a r e  llad slight 
zonscio~is rc,lations with elenieuta:s, bu t  always without their will acting, and,  npon trying t o  I I I : L ~ C  

elenientals scc, hear, or  act for them, a total indiflerence on the  par t  of the  nature spirit is all the)- have 
got i n  return. These failures :ire due to  the  fact that  the elemer~tal  cannot understand the t l ~ o l ~ g h t  
of the llcrsoli : i t  can 0111y be reached when the esact  scale of being to which i t  belongs is  vibrated 
whether i t  be that  of color, form, sound, o r  \rliatever else.--[H. P. B.] 
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spirit. T h e  cr!.stal, fol. example, setains its form alnays unchanged, ancl 
the form of the tree is more lasting t l ~ a n  that of the bird or animal. T h e  
second modification of tlie Eartli eleriient, still from the standpoint of the 
world, is the vex-et,lblc Iiir~ytlonl, in n.hich to form and substance is added 
1nolec111ar ~ n o t i o ~ ~ ,  or \.italit!-, callecl i l l  !3ralinian cosmologies Jbn. 

r .  I his I-italitv, or- capncit!, for nnolecular cllar~ge, corresponds, as we 11a1.e 
seen. to t11e water elenlent ; one of tile eli:mel~ts, in ascending ordei* of 
spisituality, being picl;e(l u p  1 ) ~  each of the sttcce!+i~.i: 1;ingdoms of ascend- 
ing e\.olution. T h e  formation of the vegetable l;i~ig~lonn is mar1;ed in the 
Genesis cosmogony k)! the words- 

"The earth I~rougllt  forth grass, herb yielding seeti, ancl tree Ilearing fruit," 

words which point to a perfect!!. natural evolutionary process under the 
energizing power of spirit-the pli~.sical aspect of \vhich is the " 'I'etltlenc!, 
to Evolution " oi' the Scientists--,and not that ~, iolent  and unnatural process 
ternled a " creative act." 

\Ve ma!. remark, 1 ) ~  the way, that the three divisions of the \.egetal)le 
1;ingilom in this c.osrno:,rolly co~~i~cspond to three perfectly well defined geo- 
logical epc-)clis, tllnt of the (:r!-ptog:.ams, of the P i l z ~ ~ o g a n ~ s ,  and of tlle Fruit- 
trees, esamples of wliich are res1)ectivt-l!. ferns, ljines, and orange-trees.' 

These two clianges of' ~nat ter  are 100l;ed at, as \ y e  have said, from tile 
stantipoint of the 1:arth. 'I'tle cosrnc~c~on~.  no\\ pauses, and, in order t o  

make its account of' Evolution colnplete, inserts here the first change of the 
s a n ~ e  element from a different point of view, that of astronomy. This first 
cliange is the congregation of the primal nebulous matter into suns and 
planets, mar1;ed by the words- 

'' The l.:lohill~ said, T,et there 11e Lights in the firmament," 

the sun ,  moon, and stars being su1)secluently particularised. From our 
previous views of the Elemental Light nle shall be fully prepared to infer 
that, just as what we call sonant bodies seem not to be real sound-creators, 
but merely sound-reflectors, so these " Lights in the firmament" may nc,t 1)e 
real light-creators, but merely light-reflktors : and this view is borne out by 
the f i ~ c t  that in this cosmogony the formation of Light precedes that of t!le 
Light-givers. Leaving the astronomical standpoint, let us consider the liest 
step in upward evolution. 

T o  the shape, sut)stance, and vitality of the plant-drawn respectivel!, 
from the Elements of Form, Earth, and Water-the animal liingdom adds 
locomotion, corresponding to Air element, one attribute of which rve ha1.e 
seen to l ~ e  that locon~otion, or movement as a whole, which distinguishes 
the animal from the plant. Thus \Ire see another link of the ascending 
chain of the elements picked up. T h e  earliest representatives of this king- 

- - pp 

1 For further ~nforrnation on thls point readers are referred to  "The Color-Sense" by Grant 
Allen. 
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don1 are, as modern science has shewn, the prolozon,-~vater-anin>alc~~It'-. 
Their formation is correctly placed first in the Genesis cosmogonv, mclrkcci 
by the words- 

'' The  Elohim said, Lct the waters bring forth abundantly the illovillg creature 1\-11ic.11 

hath life." 

Here we again find ~vords which distinctly marl; a perfectly natri~al 
process of development. Just as we had the earth " bringing forth grass "-- 
or " sprouting forth sproutage," to translate it niore literally,-we now have 
the waters " bringing forth the moving creature which liath life," as soon as 
proper cosmic and elemental conditions were presented. If the proper 
cosmic and elemental conditions could be artificially proclucecl. we have 
every reason to believe tlie teiiclency of Lv~l l l t lon ,  " 01. the '. Do\vn\\a~cl 
pressure of spirit," niight again cause the nLlters to proiluce tlie " 1111 11 i l l ;  

creature wtiich hath life "--the moncr(z,--in fact, that n . l i~ t  un~cientiiicdll!. 
termed " spontaneous generation " might take place. ,\ftcl- t l ~ i ,  f;)llo\\s t l ~ c  
formation of fish, birds, arid beasts,--the vertebrates or "bacl; l)oiied " crc~i- 
tures; the invertebrate5 beins grouped uncler the two general heads of tlie 
'' moving creatures in tlie water" arid the " creeping things upon the eal tti." 
In  the account of the production of the animal 1;ingdorn and of the l)ir.cl>, 
we have ternns used vhicli could onl!. apply to a natural process of develop- 
ment, and not to a " creative act." 

<<'l 'he Elohim said, I.et the earth bring forth the living creature after its naturc, 
cattle, and the beasts of the earth." 

?'he Animal I<ingdom adds to the plant the quality of locomotion 
under tlie stimulus of the instincts,-wliich corre~poncls, as we have seen, 
to the air-element. A slight consitlel-ation of the nature of this locomotion 
under stimulus ~vill shew that we are justified in assigning this quality, \\.ith 
its disti~lctive element, to the principle of 11;in~tr in ce~ta in  Eastern clacsifi- 
cations.' Could this principle-or, rather, the specialisetl portion of tile 
air-element en~bociying it-be isolated froin the lower elements, nre sliotll~i 
have a soit of aerifornn veliicle, or ethereal body, depending for its foil11 011 

the attractioiia specidisil~g it. Of .;;ch an isolated air-body we zhall spenl, 
when we come to treat of the elements. 

'Tj~!.ee ti~nnes has the earth brotlg-lit forth,-plants, fib'rieb, animals. But 
,it ~ 1 1 1 ,  ;)oint we perceive a change. Evolution so far, from the mineral, 
throusil tlie ~egetable ,  up  to tlie animal, appeal\ as an ascelltiing arc. 111 
this the cosnlogonJr of Genesis agrees with tlie sacred ttieories of the 7i:ast, 
as well as ivitli tlie vie\vs ol'rno~lern science. Gut in >Ian n.e find a turning 
point, at n-11ich the ancient cosnnogol~ies agree in branching oi'i' from 

nlodern science. 'I'tis sacred theories of the East teach that man is the 
result of t\i70 converging curves of evolution, the one curve ascel~ding 

- 

1 Vide " Esott,ric Buctdhislll," chal~ter. oil "The c o n s t i t ~ ~ t i o n  of nlai~."  



'THE TIDE OF LIFE. 

throush the vegetable all t l  animal 1;ingtlom and mar1;ing the evoln tic I D  

of tlie pli!,sical l)ocl!,, \\,liile tlie other cur1.e descends from a superpli!.sical. 
spiritual ].ace, cnliecl 11:. home thc " Progenitors " or " Pifrz:~," by others the 
" Planetar-!- S ~ ~ i r i t s  " c Jr " 1 )escencling Db~l~rn Ch~hrr f~ .~ .  " This curve marlis 
tlie don.n\va~-d e\-olutio~i c l f  lnall's spiritual nature, the development of' the 

,Is \ \ e  s l i ~ u l t l  e\rl,ect frc~nn the Oriental cllaracter and liiyh anticluitj- of 

n,11tI e \olut~orl  of the soul "liad not p~ii;~e.secl 50 f < ~ r  as it 1101v has, ancl 
11 lie11 rnlall liacl not yet loit liis spir~tual  ~nsipllt-.I\ e find tilis cloctrine (11 '  
man's divine progenitot-s cleal-ly visil)lc. 111 tile c'l-e of tlie plallt-, anin~:ll,, 
an(1 marine creatures, we fountl te~n!. al)l)lietl \\hich cc,ultl 011l! 1)e u.ec1 o f  

a rez::ular, unl)rol;en process. V'llcn 1j.e seacli >Ian, a nc\v ancl htril;i~is es -  
pression is introducetl- 

" The Elohim crentetl inau i1-i their Image! in the image of the I.:iohiin created they 
Inall. 

'I'he Ilressure of the ticscellding evolutic,n of the 1'lanetal.j. S1)irits or 
Eloliim-seel;i~ig for ol~jective, pi~!.sical existence-upon tlie p~.eviousl!. 
formed a n i n ~ a l  liingclon~, causeti the evolution of a fitting physical vel~iclc 
fi-om the Ili~liest representc~ti\.es of tlint I ; i~l~t lom. Hence we get pi]! \ I C J I  
InIan as u.e knon. liiun, descendec! on the one side fro111 tlie animal l;ingtio~n, 
and o n  the other fro111 tiis divine progenitors, the Planetar!; Spi~i ts .  L1.e 
have co~npltreil this clual evolution to two converging curves. A\ too great 

attraction to\\.arcls the material, physical slde of nlan's nature l;ec:)s the 
rnc~derlz nlaterialist from seeing more than one of tliese ci~rves. 'The tnodern 
Scientist is colour-1)lind to spirit, to him lnan is merelv- 

' &  h quinte\ience of dust." 

But to intuitional minds at the present day, as to our more s~~i r i tua l  
ancestors, both cur1.es are visible ; besides the phr.sical man the!- coultl see 
the spiritual man 

" 111 action iiLe a11 angel ; in apprehension liLe a God." 

T o  return to the stantlpoint from \vhicli we viewed tlie previou.; 1,111gtlo111~, 
we percei\.e that the introduction of this new factor in evolution correy~)ontls 
to the adtlition fi.oln above of  a new element in the series of asceriding 

- - -  

1 There is an important point in the teachings of the Secret Doctrine which has I~ren  co11- 
tinually neglected. The above described evolution-the sl~iritual fallilig into the l)h;\-sic;tl, or fro111 
mineral u p  to man, takes place 0~13- ~dariiig the 1st of the two subsequent Rounds. A t  t11c hegin- 
ning of the fourth "Round" in the middle of which bcgins the turniug point lipward-i. e. from 
the phxsical up to the: spiritual, Inan is said to appear before anything else on earth, the vegetation 
which covered the earth belunging to the Bd Round, and being quite etherial, tmnspnrcr~t. The 
first man (Humanity) is Etlierial too, for he is but  the shadow (Chhaya) " i n  the image " of his pro- 
genitors, because he is the "astral body" or image of his Pitar (fatherj. This is w h y  in I~ltl ia gods 
are said to have no shadows. After which and from this primeval race, evoli~tioli supplies marl 
with a "coat of skin" from the terrestrial elements and kingdom-mineral, vegetable, a11d aninlal. 
-[H. P. B.1 
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spiritualit!.. IYitli man is aclded the Fire-Element, in its asI)ect oi the 
divine light of reason. It  corresponds to mnnus in Eastern systems. 
,Another aspect of nrnrzns, considered idealistically this time, by virtue of 
which i t  " creates for itself an esterlial world of delight,'" would correspond 
to tlle qu.~lit! of colour in the file element. Of  the earliest races of men we 
leatn that tile!. were purelj. ii ugivorous and perhaps androgyne. 

IYl th the fi~rmation of man the cosmogony of Geneiis closes. M'e are 
justified in su1)l)osing tliat, as the union of form with the elements of Earth, 
Il'ater, Ilir, and Fire produce({ the ot~jective lIinera.1, T'egetal)le, Animal, 
and Human liingdoms, so these elements, divot.cec-l from Form, slio~ild 
have their appropriate kingtioms of beinss, or Ibrms of lile, i l '  \ye cat1 use 
this term for something so wi tlelj- different fro111 all ordinary for111s o f  i i f ; ~ .  
These subjective 1;ingdoms of the four elenlents \vould corl.c.\l)oncl t o  tlic 
Rosicrucian conceptions of " prinioi-dial e a ~  tli " and the " I:it t., , \ I I .  a~ici 
Water Elementali." 

11-e m,ly go l u ~  tlier tli;ln tliii, and, carrying on our inference, ~)ost l l l ,~te  
for the spiritual ether, 2nd e\ el: for tlie d i ~  ine I,ogos, their a11111 01" 1'1te 
qualities of being. '1'0 a conceptloll .somewh~t s~rnilar to \\?hat the 1 ~ ~ t  of' 
these would in\olve, tlie Gnoitici gave tlie n,itne of _14:011s ; for the first-tlie 
ether-l~eings-we have the Intlian titles ofgnrzc1hct~-va,-celestial niusician,-- 
or Devrz. But having gone thus fir, lye are driven a step further. IS'e 
have already seen all the 1inl;s in the cliain of elements in ascending 
spirituality picked up one b!. one I,!, the ascentling tide of Evolution, up  to 
the elemental fire : let us advance a stel), and postulate that the other two 
emanations or planes-the Ether-Spirit and the Logos-should ultimately 
be picked u p  by the Evolutionar!. tide. I17itti tlie resumption of the first, 
initcad of a human being 11 e itlc>ul,l have a " Spiritual l lan,"  and from a 
re-union with tlie Logos \\re should lilzte a "Divine Alan, Perfected and 
Etet.na1," or, giving t o  tliese conceptions the names alreadj~ appropriated t o  
them in tlie East, we ilioulcl Iiave 111 the first case a. ~'l(t~ll~zi?)~u, in the 
second a perfect Bzl(Jti%n. 

I t  is no\\? time to point out that the pure elements of Ether, Fire, Ail., 
IVater, and Ealth are not these l~odies  ns x e  1;nolr fhem. ?'he t i ~ e  claises 
of objects (cot.responding to these fi\e elements) known to us, being all on 
the phyi;ical plane, all belong prope~ly to a single category, arid may be 
calletl for the salie of distinction the Mundane Elements. To malie this 
clearer, let us suppose that illundane I<arth--the mineral kingdom in its 
various forms-is co~nposed of five parts of the element earth, while hlun- 
dane Il'ater (everything cognized by the sense of taste) is composed of four 
parts of the element of eatth added to one part of the element of \tatel-. 
Similarly the 14ir-element kno\vn to us on tlie physical plane (corresponding, 

1 Yide Sankaracharya's T7i[3eka Chztdamn~li.'' 
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as we have seen, to the sense of touch) is composed of four parts of the earth 
element, with one pal t o f  the pure elemental air added ; and the Fire and 
Etlier elenlents as I;no\\n t o  our pl l~\ ical  or waking consciousnes are each 
corliposetl of f i~ur  l)art,--\\.it11 one pnrt of fire and ether respectively addell. 

Thcse consi~lcr~~tic , I I  11 i l l  p1.epar e us to l~elieve that the real elements 
arc purer. and more spi~.itual t l r ; ~ ~ ~  tlicir re1)rehcntatives on the phj-sical plane,' 
a n ~ i  tllat tlicy \\-ill  1)i' rep)-e~entecl 1)). different c(_)mpouncls on each plane (or 
as i t  i ,  calletl in some woi-l;s, /)/,r/zcf) on t l ~ e  water 1)lane (or planet) : for 
i n ~ ~ , ~ n c e .  \\.ll'lt we ma!. fur conveilience ter.m Cntline +:art11 will be repre- 
~ e n t e d  by four parts of tile \iT:~ter elenlent anti one part of tlie earth-e?eii~e~:t: 
Vncline water \\rill be five parts elelnental water : while l . -nt l i~~e air will lie 
compo\ecl of b u r  parts e lement~l  water, added to one p'ut eleinental ail., 
ancl so on. 

r 7 1 tie compositiou of the  element^ nb preserlt on each plane or ),lanet 
may similarly be tletluced 11)- ol)serving carefi~lly tlie principle \vllich go\.ern, 
theye cornbi~~at io~ls .  \ Ire \horllcl warn our readers that these e s a m p l e ~  are 
given by trray of illustratic~il, ant1 not a, representing accuratelj, ant1 riumel- 
~cal ly the con~binetl elerne~lt, ac; the! actiiall~' occur : they are reall! formed 
on a mucli tnore conlple\; 111 i n ~ l p l e .  ' 

In our illuitr:it~c ) i lb  \vt: 11~x\e, for convenience sake, confined ourselve, t o  

the five objective ele~nents, tllou:;'t~ of  course it must not be forgotten that 
the energising spirit r~iiis t111-c )~iyli the \vliole series on ever!. plane. 

, 7  I Ile pure spiritual or. clerr~ct~tal ether is the macrocosmic counterpa~.t 
of that princip!e o f  the ~ i i i c r u c u s ~ i ~  tcrtnecl Bz~(/r/hi b y  eastern mystics." 

'I'he T,opos corresponds t o  i 2 L t t ~ t r  in the same speculations. 
Tl'e Ilave seen that to the four  principles-Form or Lznga, Vitality or 

/~i>(r, Substance or Sfhzda Sur-ri-a, motion under clesire or d7ii??~a-of the 
anilnal, )Ian has adtied a fifth,-corre.5poilding to the macrocosmic elenien- 
tal Firc,-l~uman reas( or ~lltrrrcls. 

Our specu1:~tions as to the t\vo si~perliulnan Kinzdoms are also in liar- 
many with these e3stern theories : tlie element of I3u(l(/hi being added to 
form the i'lL(tr/ltrfi)lrz : and --lfi/la conlpleting the Bzr(l(/h~z, perfected and dii.ine. 

T h e  perfect Uucidlln, tlioug'n noi possessing a physical body, or, indeed, 
L 

being united to principles on any of the objective planes, will still retain 
the spiritual counterparts of these principles, corresponding to grouI)s of 

- - - - - - - . - -- . - -- - - - -- -- 

1 This is one reason for caalling the ol~,jective phenollienal world an "illnsion." I t  is ;in illu- 
*ion and ever in~pernlnncnt bccrti~se the matter of which the objects are composed continually re- 
turns to the prili~ortlial conditioll of matter, where i t  is invisible to ~ilortnl eyes. The earth, water, 
air, and fire that thillli we sec are respectively only the  effects prodticed or1 our senses by the 
primordial matter held ill either of the co~~~ l ) i r~a t i ous  that briug about the vibration prolrcrl~ 
belonging to those classes : the ll~olilent the conlbination is entirely broken, the l~henomella cease 
and 11-e see the ob,jects no more.-[H. P. 13.1 

3 Vide Man ; Fragments of Forgotten History, p. 13 note. 

3 Vide " Esoteric Buddhism." 
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esperiences gained on each plane. It  is 1))- these spi~.itu:~l l )~. inci j l i~-  t i i ~ ~  

tlie Bz~(hll/l~z is richer than tlic -3o11 : it is in virtue o f  tliem t l i ~ t  tlic ;1.\(,(.11117- 

l i l ~ f  escels the Dcscen(/ri<q P I L z n e / ~ z ~ ~ ~  S~li-12, or Dh iron Chohtzn. '1'1 lehc >pi 1.- 
itual principles constitute the end and ainl of ev(.)lntion, and jti3tiij. tile 
co-;mic espansion ant1 invc ~lutic )11. 

* 
T h e  e\.olutionar!- tide, in generatins the Ii1;11er liingdo~ns, lias f l o ~ c c l ,  

as \\.e have seen, from tlie earth-clement to~vards 1)ure Spisit. I11 ol~etlience 
to this tendenc!., rnan in acllieving his apot1leo.-is must, gracluall!. Iooc;i~)g 
llis 1101~1 on the \\r01.1r1 of hI;!tter, atltl t o  11ii; t1.e:lstlr.c i r l  the iv01.1cfs clivine : 
until humanit!, becomes ever freer, s t~-o i l~-e~- ,  ;111c1 I ~ O I . ~ '  p~t.fect, nntl returns 
at  last, refr-cshetl, to liis home in tlic: 1,osonl I ) I '  tlie pel.lkc:t (;():I. 

< x i l . l ~ < ~ l ,  5 -1, ,HSi~I.O\, 1.. . T. 5 .  

After more than a clozen ).cnrs o f  t l ~ e o ~ o ~ ~ I ~ i ~ : ~ l  ac:i\.i:\.. tllc cluestion 
arises : " 11'hel.e is the 1)est tieltl for rI'iieosol)l~!. .; " I t  i h  co111iicd 1vit11 t l ~ c  
atlnlission illat 7'ileobo1)li!. does not recogni~e tlie ~ l l i y \ i c , i l ; l ~ . \ .  >l)irit : i~ docs 
not belie1.e in whxt are calletl " converts" to an!. g:.l.e,lt estclit. I ' ~ . o c l > ~ i n l i ~ ~ ~ -  
the entire tj.eeclc)ni of man, the dignity ancl sacreiliic.~s 0 1 '  tile I ~ i ~ n i , ~ n  haul. 
it does not run about attaclcing the Ideals of others, nor !.et rill.~~>ting 'l'rut11 
upon tlie crowd as a 1lncl;stei- bawls his wares. I n  this 'l 'hec)so~)l~! is 1)re- 
eminently \\-ell bred ; it teaches one to mind his own al'hir-s. I n  recog-nition 
of this 1il)erality the attitude of theosophical worlier-s is that o f  persons 1v11n 
stand read!- at all times to answer or instruct cluestiones:, n.itliout going out 
into tlie high\va!. to drag tl~ern in. The!. k n o ~ v  that onl! those persons are 
ready Tor 'I'lleosopl~! \\flio have grown u p  to it, \vho Ilave gl.adually evolutetl 
to  i t  thl-ougli tlieir inner er])erience. 'I'liere is 110 need to importune suc11 
persons : the!- seek us c)ut.  

The  Tlleosoliliical Society lias had, of course, to super from the :1(1- 

vances of those who Ivant to use it as a stalliing horse, or tliosc \ \ , l ~ c )  think 
that occultism ma! for a time aff-01-d them a piquante pose ; a1.w lion1 tliat 
elegant condescension wliich is the thin enamel to innate vulgarit!., Ivorn 11). 
persons who itnagine that the!, can confer a service or a prestige upon Lni-  
versa1 Truth. l'11is is much as a festoon of attitudinizing moni;eys m a .  
imagine they lenct a lustre to some spreading monarch of the forest. X 
fond conceit, worill!. of our puling civilization, leads these immature in -  
dividuals to imagine that their money, their touting, or their small names 
are gifts of price to the Religion of the ,\ges, and sliould be gratefuily 
recognized. They ma!. d o  111uch for t'nemi;elves through Theosophy, but 
for if they can d o  nothing whatever. Universals have their root in Being, 
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and man can only lift himself to them. H e  must come to need them ; he 
must feel that the Truth is an imperious, an absolute, necessity in his life, 
1)efol-e he is ready to nlalie sacrifices for it. H e  is inevitabl!, called to 
sacrifice, in some form o r  other, as the nlorld uses the word. When the 
ploughmarl rends the n.il~l .oil : \\.hen the pruner uses the hook or the 
sculptor smites t l ~ e  rec1undanc.~- o f ' n ~ a r l ~ l e  into (lust as the fair form emerges, 
t11ej- (lo not use tile wort1 sacrifice at all ; neither does the theosophist lvhen 
he ent1ea1.ol.s t o  break the claj. moult1 and find within it the >Zagnun1 Opus. 
?'lleosoph!- i i  blind to all the prizes of the ~ \ - o r l ~ l  ; it has nothing to offer 
Illen but the Truth ant1 a searcl~ for the Truth, and the!- nlust 11e well out 
of the nurser!. and leading strings before they can participate in either ; 
they must be wholly able to stand alone. I n  the same way the 'I'heosophi- 
cal Society welcomes all \yell-intentioned persons, but, wliethes consciousl!. 
or not, every member gains more than he or she gives. They $hare in the 
magnetic life of a powerful organization, using the word powerful in the 
sense of real, essential power. I f  the!- d o  not understand the force and 
value of this privilege tile!. are out of place in the Society : the more the!. 
give in sympathy, ha~.inon!-, or an!. Iiind of encouragement, the higher the 
blessings they receive. 

I t  was supposed, and perhaps naturally, that the best field for theo- 
sophical teachings \vl;ould be found among the cultured classes. T h e  \vorld 
was to be convinced of error, ant1 an appeal tr) the intellect seemetl in order. 
Aloreover, their influence and esample would react upon classes less favored 
(apparentl!.) by ltarn~ic circumstance, and \vould induce these to follo\\r the 
lead of their more educated contemporaries. It  seemed to some that the 
leaven would worlr best from above downward. 

Events have not justified this conclusion. Many persons of the highest 
intelligence and culture have accepted Theosophy. Some of them are our 
most valued \vorliers, and he can do the most work who has the most ability 
to make himself heard by his fellow men. For the worldly plane this holds 
good incontestably, All that such members have done for Humanity and 
for themselves cannot be overstated. T h e  heroic and revered hladame 
Blavatsky stands at  their head, but beyond and above our arguments be- 
cause of her attainments and leadership. Yet the fact that \ire have found 
able champions in this class does not controvert that other fact that such 
members are nunlerically rare. They are outnumbered by others of their 
order who content themselves with intellectual appreciation and a watch for 
Eotsam and jetsam in the \ v a .  of I<nowle(lge, ready in a moment to desert. 

Theosophy is not a creed, but a new life to be lived, and the question 
is ; "Where shall we find the most persons who are ready to live i t ? "  I n  
the opinion of the writer they are to be found among the working class, so 
far as the United States is concerned. This  belief is based upon radical 
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differences inherent in these classes themselves. The  term " u.orl;iny clah5 " 
ma!- be used for the purposes c)f this article, and includes all \\.a?e earners, 
especially artizans, mechanics, clerl;~, and various emploj-Cs of  Lot11 sest.-. 
In itself the term is a misnomer, because in the United States \ye are nearl!. 
all workers. 

T h e  very first condition of 'Theosophical progress is the abancfonment 
of the personality. This  includes the ability to discard all our preconcep- 
tions and ideals for the Truth, for that stands al)o\,e all I ~ u n ~ a ~ i  ideals. 
While searching fhr the Truth, "the processes of  reparation go silently on 
till the individual, all unconscious, reaches tllc ~noliiellt ~vllen t l ~ e  one needed 
force touches him, and then ever!- prcparecl cc ~listi~llcnt lhlls ili.;tilntl\. into 
place and the bein,q is-as i t  \\ere-reconstl.i~cte~l a t  oncc. ('ollceptio~is, 
relations, aims are rc~~olutionizetl." Until this rnolnent colnc?. the i~iclit.id- 
ual must possess the po\\.er of stancling uninfluencctl I)!. i l l 1  este~.nal 
conditions. I l e  must he able t o  tliilll; from and for himself'; t11el.e must 
be no attraction for any other aim : he niust liold himself fluidic ancl free. 

Apart fro111 educational advantages and a cluickened intelligence, t11e 
cultured classes have the adclitional ones of norlcll~. experience, obser\.aticin, 
and comparison. 13ut the\. are like the microscopist who loses t11e enseml~le 
in the ramification of detail ; it is a transient and small world that tlie!. 
know so well. They eat the fruit, but of the orcharcl they know less than 
nothing in their mistaken conceptions of life. The! are to some estent cos- 
mopolitan, but only in a surface sense and in limited degree as compared 
with !,our occultist, the cosmopolitan $ 2 ~ 7 -  Srl l<q who must be equall! at 
home, not only in all laiicis ~ n d  spheres, but in all clenlents. 'I'he! have 
reached an  infinite pertkction of detail : the!. Iia\.e nn extensive and varied 
knowledge of effects-such efYects as a t ,  science, statecraft, literature, ant1 
less noble interests-,but they are too far dazzled b!- these to think of look- 
ing behind then1 for causes. Their adrantages weight them enormcusl!. b!. 
what the French call "the defects of their qualities." 'I'hey have so much 
that they fe2.r to lose! They are bound by the million cobwebs of social 
prejudice, of ptlblic opinion, of their family or personal record. There is 
nothing so confining as cobwebs. Chains may be broken by nati\.e strength. 
but of cobwebs we are scarcely au7are : we think to brush them awa!,, but 
they cling and obstruct the clear sight. I n  the very nature of circumstances 
the position of the cultured man or woman is largely based upon suffrage i 
la mode. lliealth may command it, but this also traps us with innumer- 
able enticements ; the more refined our nature! the more subtle, the more 
enchanting these pleasures may be made. The  intellectual have formed 
mental habits which they cannot break, or, if they can, they will not. 7'hese 
processes have made them what they are, and they value what they are. 
They are encrusted \\it11 a growth which seems to them precisely the most 
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desira1)le in the ~vorld. They are the aloe flower of an elaborate although 
shallow civilization : they have forced themselves with exceeding great care. 
'They have e\quisite ideals ; tlieir creeds are pure, their code of honor subtle: 
whether they carr!. tlieni out  or not, there is nothing finer to 11e found out- 
side of Thcosopli!-. 'I'heir personalities are thus their gods ; they cannot 
beconie self-iconoclasts. They are ready to seek Truth, even, upon accepted 
lines, hu t  the!- dare not trust themselves outside of tliose lines in transgres- 
sion of that bocial code by virtue of which they are pre-eminent. They do 
not see that this pre-eminence is that of a weather cock upon a steeple ; 
their position depends upon prompt subser~iencj- to self-imposed t ~ r a n t s .  
It is impossi1,le for them to  look at facts in their own light : i t  is not done : 
what woul(1 people say? You who demand it, you 'l'rutii, !.ou are [m- 
pructicctl: this is the final anatllema of the ~ c j t h  C'entur!., and a great bug- 
bear for conservative souls. If Truth claslles n itti our pl-esen t institutions, 
let 11s have ?'ruth 2nd 1)uild u p  a better civilization. ?'lie!. demur :  no 
doubt they suspect they nould have but little hand in it. T h e  cultured 
classes are thus prevented by all the tendencies and surroundings ot' their 
lives from thinking independently. They have given too many hoqtages t o  

fortune. Numbers have an intellectual appreciation of Theosophy, but that 
does not carry one far ;  they become dihear tened for nrant of personal 
progress. Like the Prince of fairy tales who climbed the hill of Difficultj, 
for the golden water, they hear the voices of the stones behind them flout- 
ing, jeering, calling them back : they falter, turn, and become stones like 
their predecessors. Others feel an emotional attraction, but heart alone 
may lead to hysteria quite as well as to sj.mpathj.. Tlleir vivid charm, their 
intelligence, and  their virtues are beside the question. They are too pre- 
occupied to have any intuitions of a n  underl!ing current of real life. What 
is needed is interior conviction, freedom, imagination, elasticit!., a superb 
audacity, perfect fearlessness of all results, confidence in one's own soul as 
the arbiter of destiny, an entire independence, even of one's own mind : 11e 
must be swift to seize the floating clues which drift b!, us in the darkness : 
we must have a prescience of the unseen. All this the cultured classes can- 
not have while they lean upon personages and a n  arbitrary social system like 
houses of cards. "They would ask what Theoiopliy has to offer in return for 
SO much effort, and when we answer " T h e  Truth," they would reply cour- 
teously that they are satisfied as it is. This is not true ; they are not satisfied, 
but they are epicurean ; they dread knowing anything less delightful than 
themselves. I would not be misclnderstood, I who feel tlieir peculiar charm 
so keenly. When from this hotbed arises a nature capable of freeing itself, 
capable of self reliance, of accepting Truth without counting any cost, that 
nature maltes itself respected everywhere ; it is a centre of energy, and 
Theosophy has a priceless co-adjutor. The combination is raie because the 



conditions are unfavorable. We have the statement of Christ for belie\ ing 
that " it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of an needle than for 
a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God,"-the mystical region n-liich He 
said is " within us." 

With the working classes the case stands otherwise. I n  the social 
order they have n o  traditions, no  3lolochs they fear to offend. They are 
not the slaves of their ideals, but with the first dawn of leisure they 1001; 
about for an  ideal, and they test those of other men. They have come into 
contact with a more brutal phase of error. illaterialit). has exhibited itself 
to them in its grossest aspect ; they have not seen it sensuoubly apparelled, 
or mounted upon a pedestal of Intellectualit! with crowds of fame- 
worshippers at the base. Illusion wears for them a rnasli of iron instead of 
an alluring veil. They have been blinded by sorrow lather than jo!.. I'hey 
feel an  instant need of Truth. She is within their grasp, who can reach so 
little else. When she comes t o  them she is welcomed as Deli~erer  : ttlcir 
love penetrates her meaning better than the unaided intellect does. 'I'he! 
have a more eager gratitude, a sleepless desire to pass the benefit along to 

others. I t  seems as if this leaven works best from below upward in American 
life, where the substratum soon works to the surface and manifests then in 
power. 

T h e  working class are untrammelled by the subtleties of  modern 
thought. They may be tricked, but  they take no  delight in tricking them- 
selves. Like ,4lexander, they sever Gordian Knots bluntly : they are able 
to look squarely at a proposition on its own merits without a sidelong 
glance at Mrs. Grundy. They have n o  received and duly-approved pard- 
stick by which they feel bound to measure all things at the risk of the 
lowered barometer of public opinion. 'There is not here, as there is in 
England, an ironclad code of opinions and customs which constitutes the 
" respectability " of the \vorker, and ~vhicki he owes to all the neighbors " in 
the block." They are moral because they choose to be so, and each feels 
free to  thinl; as he pleases. I n  fact, next to education they value independ- 
ence of thought. T o  them, thinking is a luxury where to the cuitured it is 
often a bore ; this because the latter think more tortuously. They are in .  
fluenceci by knowledge ; they know that it is power. But they discriminate ; 
they value only that which seems to them to be vital ancl true ; for them 
there is no fashion in knowledge which changes with the seasons. They 
are not influenced by the cultured classes, for these are largely recruited 
every year from their own. They are intensely conscious of their own 
possibilities. They know that they are the bone and sinews of the country ; 
it has been demonstrated to them by so many of their fellows, now at the 
head of affairs in all departments, even those of cultured wealth. A future 
of power is not a far cry to their ambition. While the other class is 
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occupied in maintaizing its consolidation, this one is occupied with be- 
coming, and Icnoivs that men raise tllemsel~.es by independent thought, 11~- 
qualities fostered within themselves. 'I'liey yield quickly to the flux of 
change, and their nlental activities remain unstratified. These are conditions 
eminently favorable to I'heosophy. 

If Theosophj- were a creed \\.it11 cliurclies, clergy, and charities to sup- 
port and a prestige to maintain, tlie patronage of culture per se might be 
necessary to it. Instead of this, it is, as \ye said, a life to live. I t  is the 
water of life for those who thirst, a ~ l d  for ~ ~ a t e r ,  not for vine, for strength, 
not for excitement. I t  teaches man to 100li n-ithil~ ani! 1)eyond Iiiniself \vllile 
relying upon himself: this lesson the worker all-eatly cc~mprel~ends. T h e  
greater simplicity of his life is free from the inrrolved coniplesi t ic~~ the mani- 
fold interests of modern social existence, where these ttlings :Ire forever 
stifling the natural instincts of men. T h e  majority h a ~ e  an intliiti\-e I~elief 
in the reality of the unseen ; it arises from tlle greater impersonality of 
their life, their identification with popular currents. ;\Ian). have had occult 
experiences of various kinds : this will not surprise students who 1;non. that 
such would be far more common if our lives were not passed in a continual 
whirl of external excitement. 'The case of Jacob Boehme, the poor shoe- 
maker, illustrates these arguments ; indeed it would seen] that almost all 
the great mystics came from the poorer order. 

Again, what Theosophj, has to offer is more needed by the nrorliinji 
class. They feel the inequality of Fortune most ; it is they ivho need that 
explanation of fate which is found in I\;arma, that consolation mhicti tlie 
law of reaction (or compensation) affords. T t  is even the poor, the wretclled, 
the sinful who have found the hard side of tlie professor of religion, founci 
that it is his sense of isolation, of separation, which nia1;es the bread of 

his charit!, so bitter. They h a ~ , e  found that the gentlest philanthropist o f  
them all does not believe or follow his Christ in this,-he does not recognize 
the brotherhood of man. They have found that the deed of love alone 
relieves. Sorro~v has taught them many truths unsofte~led by a sympathizing 
circle of friends. Life is better known to then1 than to those who onlj- 
look upon it after it has been upholstered and \\-ell aired. 'l'hey have 
learned concentration, patience, endurance ; they have niastel-eti tlie 1)0(1y 
in many ways. They have everything to gain by Theosopll!. and little to 
lose. 'They are too sturdy, too ingenious, too argumentative for ~vorn-out 
creeds to hold them in their exoteric forms : the esoteric might,--but who 
hopes soon for that apotheosis ? 'I'he cultured classes make little irnpres- 
sion upon -4merican life at large ; it is everywhere the n7orl;er ~vlio rises 
and holds his own. 

Just as we believe that America is the great field for ?'heosophy 
because the momentum of progress is so great here, so we believe that 



anlons the lal~oring classe, the largest harvest is to be reaped. I cloul~t not 

thl, holcls go~ci  in other countries, notn~ithstanding the \\eight of the arl,to- 
cratic cla..;e.;. becauqe I see ever!wIiere a tendency to Unity, I ,ee tlie c jn- 
corninc surge of the People and the norking of that Principle \ \ 1 1 l c l 1  

detcrmlne, :lie Brotherhood of hIan. JASPER NIENAXD, F. '1'. S. 

SfntJCnf.-" If I understalltl yo11. an t len~cntai  is a centre 1-)1' ft3rce. 
without intelligence, ~vithout moral clixracter us tenclencies, 1,ut calrahlc of 
being dil-ected in its movenients I)!. human thougllts, wliicll 111a!-! conscic>usl!, 
or not, gi1.e i t  an!- form, a:icl t o  a ce~.taill extent intelligence ; in its siiny)lest 
form it i.5 visible as a distusl)a~ice in a transparent medium. sucll as \ \ . o l ~ I c l  

be produced by ' a glass fisli, so transparent as  to be invisible, s\vinlnling 
t l~rough the air of the room,' and leaving behind him a shimmer, such as 
hot air mal~es  when rising from a stove. rilso, elementals, attracted and 
vitalized by certain thoughts, may effect a lodgment in the human sjstem 
(of which they then share the govern1nent wit11 the ego), and are very i-last1 
to get out." 

S~zge.--" Correct, in general, escept as to their ' eflecting a lodgment.' 
Some classes of elementals, however, have an intelligence of' their own and 
a character, but they are Llr beyol~tl our comprehension ant1 ouglit perhaps 
to have some other name. 

"'That class which has most to d o  with us ansivers the above descrip- 
tion. 'I'hey are centres of force or energy which are acted on by us while 
thinking and in other boclil!. motions. We also act on them and give them 
form by a species o f  thought wl~icli we hare no register of. As, one person 
might shape an elenlental so as to seem like an insect, and not be able to 
tell n-hetlier he had thought of such a thing or not. For tliere is a vast 
unkno\vn country in each human being which he does not himself uncles- 
stand until lie has tried, and then only after many initiations. 

" T'liat 'elementals * * may effect a lodgment in the human 
system, of which they then share the government, and are very hard to get 
out' is, as a whole, incorrect. It is only in certain cases that any one or 
more elementals are attracted to and 'find lodgment in the human s!-stem.' 
In  such cases special rules apply. \Ye are not considering such cases. T h e  
elemental world interpenetrates this, and is therefore eternally present in the 
human system. 

" L\s i t  (the ele~ner~tal ivorl(l) is automatic and like a photographic 
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plate, all atoms continuall!, arriving at and departing from the 'human 
system ' are constantly asiumlnq the impreision conveyed b! the acts and 
thoughts of that person, and therefore, ~f he sets up a strong curlent of 
thought, he ~ t t ~ a c t s  elemental5 in yleater numbels, and they all take on one 
prevailing tendency or color, so that a11 new arlivals fir~d a homogeneous 
color or image \ \ l i~ch  the!. ~nztantl! as\ume. On the other hand, a man 
I! 110 hay man! cl lr  e~zities of ttiouqtit and meditation is not homogeneous, 
but, b o  to zav, partl-colored, and so the elementals may lodge In that palt 
nliich 1s different from the lest and go away in l ~ k e  condition. In  the 
first case ~t is one mass of elementals sim~larly \~l)rat lng or electrified ancl 
colored, and in that sense may be called one elemental. in just tlie \ame 
way that we know one man as Jones, although for Tears he hai been g ~ \ i n s  
off and taliing on new atoms of gross matter." 

Student.-"If they are attracted and repelled by thoughts, do they 
move with the velocity of thought, say from here to the planet Neptune? " 

Sage.--"They move with the velocity of thought. I n  their world 
there is no  space or time as we untlerstand those terms. If Neptune be 
within the astral sphere of this ~vc)ricl, then they go there with that velocit!., 
otherwise not ; but that ' if '  need not be solveti no\\.." 

Studenf.-" What determines tlieir movements besides thought,-c. g. 
when they are floating allout the room ? " 

Sage.-"Those other classes of thoughts above referred to ; certain 
exhalations of  beings ; different rates and ratios of \il)ratiou among beings : 
different changes of  magnetism caused by present causes or by the moon 
and the year ; different polarities ; changes of sound ; changes of influence\ 
from other minds at a distance." 

Stz~denf.-" \I.'hen so floating, can they be seen by any one, or onl!. 
by those persons who are clairvoyant ? " 

Sage.-" Clairvoyance is a poor word. They can be seen by partly 
cIairvoyant people. By all those who can see thus ; by more people, per- 
haps, than are aware of the fact." 

Sfudenf. -(' Can they he photographed, as the rising air from the hot 
stove can ? " 

Sage.--"Not to my knowledge yet. I t  is not impossible, however.' 

Sfzd(lenf.-" Are they the lights, seen floating ahout a dark s6ance room 
by clairvoyant people ?" 

Sage.-" I n  the majority of cases those lights are produced by them." 

Student.--"Exactly what is their relation to light, that lnaltes it 
necessary to hold siances in the dark ?)' 



&S'(rge. -. ' It is not /heir relation to light that makes darkness necessary, 
1)ut the fact that light cause?; constant agitation and alteration in the 
magnetism of the room. .411 these things can be done just as well in the 
light of da!-. 

" If I shonlcl be able to make clear to !,oil ' exactly what is their relation 
to light,' then !-ou n-ould lino\v what has long been kept secret, the key to 
the elemental world. 'l'liis is kept guarded because it is a dangerous secret. 
No matter- 11o\v virtuous you are, you could not-once you knew the secret-- 
prevent the knowledge getting out into the minds of others who n.ould not 
hesitate to use it for bad purposes. " 

S/z~de?zt.-"I have noticed that attention often interferes with certain 
phenomena; thus a pencii will not write when watched, but writes 
at once when covered ; 01. a mental question callnot be ansivesed till the 
mind has left it ant1 gone to something else. \ i7hy is this ?" 

Sage.--" This liin~1 of attention creates confusion. In these things 
we use desire, will, and Iino\\-letige. I'l-ie desire is present, but knowledge 
is absent. When the dehi~c is ~vell formed and attention nithdran.n, the 
thing is often done ; but wllen 011s attention is continued we only interrupt, 
because we possess only llali attention. I n  order to use attention, it must 
be of that sort mhich can hold itself to the point of a needle for an 
indefinite period of time." 

Stzr(2'ent.-" I have been told that but few people can g o  to a s6ance 
without danger to them~elves, either of some spiritual or astral con- 
tamination, or of having their vitality depleted for the benefit of the spooks, 
who suck the vital force out of the circle tllrough the medium, as if the 
former were a glass of lemonade and the latter a straw. How is this?" 

Sage.--('Quite generally this happens. I t  is called Bhut worship by 
the Hindus." 

Stz~lz'f)nt.-(' Why are visitors at a seance often extremely and unac- 
countably tired next day ?"  

Sage.--('Among other reasons, because mediums absorb the vitality 
for the use of the ' spoolts,' and often vile vampire elementaries are present." 

Stz~denL-'! What are some of the dangers at  skances ?" 

Suge.-" T h e  scenes visit~le-in the Astral-at skances are horrible, 
inasmuch as these ' spirits '-bhuts-precipitate themselves upon sitters and 
mediums alike ; and as there is no seance without having present some or 
inany bad elementaries-half dead human beings,-there is much vam- 
pirising going on. These things fall upon the people like a cloud 
or ;t big octopus, and disappear within them as if sucked in by a 
sponge. That  is one season why it is not well to attend them in general. 



" Klenlen taries are not all bad. but, in a general sense, they are not ~ o o c l .  
?'he!. are sliells, no clonl~t of' tliat. \Yell, the!- have mucli automatic ant1 
seemingly intelligerit action left i f  the!. al-e those of strongl!. material peo1)le 
11-110 cliecl ;~ttaclietl to tlic tlli~igh o i  life. If of people of' an opposite 
cliar;~cter, tile!. are not  so stroliy, 'I'lieli tl~cl-e is a class ~vhicli are really 
not cleail, >ucli , ib  suicicics. n n ~ l  snlillen clen~lih, and higill!- ~viclied people. 
'I'lle~. ,Ile I ) (~V~~I . I .LI I .  E:lc~iic~it.\l.; cntc~.  i~; tcu all (-)f t l ~ e ~ n ,  ant1 tlius get a 
fictitiol~s ~~erwn~llit!. ailil i~itcliis-cnce ~ \ - l l o l l ! .  tile propert!. of t l ~ e  sl~eil. ?'lie!- 
gal\.nnizc tlie siiell into a c t i o ~ ~ ,  ant1 ]I!- it, illcall, (:all see a114 hear as if '  
beins::.: tiien~sel\.es, like us. 'I'lie ~l ie l ls  arc, in tlli. case. just like a sleep- 
\valI.;ing liu11la11 bo(l!.. 7 ' 1 1 ~ ~ .  \ \ , i l l  t l i ro~~gl i  l~abi t  eslii1)it t11c c ~ c l i ~ ~ ~ ~ c e i ~ ~ e i ~ t  
tile!, got \vliile in tlie Hesli. Some people, you  liiio\\, clo n o t  i1111,al.t t o  tlieir 
tmdilj- molecules the hal~i t  of tlieir nlirlds to as great extent a, c.)tliers. I\-e 
thus see w h j  the utterences of tllesc so-callecl 'spirits' are ne\-er nl~ead of 
the highest point of progress attained b!. living l iu~nan  l~eillyh, ani1 \\.li!. 

they take u p  the ideas ela1,oratetl tla~-l~j.-clay I)!. tlieir votaries. 'I'liis 
s&nnce worship is \\.lint 11-as calleci in 01t1 India the ~vorsliip of the Pretas 
and Ilhuts and Pisachas ancl (;a~n(lilarvas. 

" 1 do riot ttiinlc an!. elernc:~itarj, cal)al,le of nnotive had ever any other 
than a. bat1 one : tlie rest arc ~lotliing, tlie!. have n o  n~otive and are onl!. the 
shacles refiised passage 1)). ('lla~.oll." 

S/z~rr'f~)zt.-.'tI'i~at is the ~-c.l,ltiori hetiyeen sesuxl force and phe- 
llolliell~l .?.' 

Str,rrt~.-.' It is at tlie bottom. This force is \.ital, creative, and a sort 
of reservoir. I t  may 1)e lost b!, mental action as \veil as 1 ) j  physical. In 
fact it.; finer part is dissipated b!. nlental inlaginings, while physical acts 
only (11-aw off tlie gross part, that nhicli is the " carrier " ( u ~ n d h i )  for the 
finer." 

S/z~cl't.?z/.-" LVliy do  so man!. mediums cheat, even when they can 
produce real phenomena ?" 

Sngc.-" I t  is the effect of the use of that wkiich in itself is sublimatet-1 
cheating, which, a c t ~ n g  on an irresponsible mind, crtuies tlie lower form of 
cheat, of whicli the higher is any illusionary form whatever. Hesitles, a 

medium is of necessity unbalanced somewhere. 

'rThey deal with these forces for pay, and that is enough to call to them 
all the wicliedness of time. Tkiej- use the really gross sorts of matter, ~vhicli 
causes inflammation in  corresponding portions of the moral character, and 
hence divagations from the path of honesty. I t  is a great temptation. You 
d o  not know, either, what fierceness there is in those who ' have paid ' for 
a sitting and wish 'for the worth of their money.'" 
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,S'tirc/en/.-'*IVllen a clairvvyallt, as a man did here a year ago, tell? 

111e tliat ' he sees a strong ])and of spirits about me, '  and among them an  
@id man who says he  is a certain eminent character, what does he  reall? 

st.e .; Empt!. and  senseless s l~e l l s?  If so, what brought them there ? Or 
elenlental..; n-liicli h31.e got their form frc)m my rnind or his?" 

~ Y L I ~ ; ] . - - ' (  Sliells, I t l~iiik,  and thoughts, arid old astral pictures. If, for 
in.;tance, !-ou once saw that eminent person and conceived great respect or  
Ft.;1ia tor him, so  that his image was graven in !.our astral sphere in deeper 

lines than other images, it ~vould be seen for !.our n.2lole life 11y seers, \vlio, 

i f  untrainec1,-as they all are here-, could not  tcll vhciller it \\-as an image 

c)r realit!- ; and then each sigtit o f  it is a. re~.ivitic:ation of tile illlaye. 

" Besides, not all woulci see the same tliills. Fail (10\v11? !;,I. instance, 

ant1 hurt  !'our. l~ody ,  arid that \vill ])ring u p  all sinii1;~r event.; a~icl oltl Sol-- 
gotten things before any seer's eye. 

" ?'he \\hole astral world is a mass of  illusinn : people see into it, and 
lIie11, through the novelty of the t l ~ i n g  ant1 tlle e s c l u s i ~ ~ e i ~ e s s  or the I)o\ver, 
tlie!. are ben~iltlered into ttlinl;ing the!. actually see true things, n-!~crc'~> 

the!. have only reniovecl one t l l i i i  c s ~ l ~ t  o f  dil-t." 

Sage.--." iLIxy yorl reach tile terrace c-)f cll l i~lltenment." 

THE DESJRAP,IL,ITY OF T H E  KEYIVXI, 01.' '1'lIE S-~SSCKI'T LITERATURE, an 
Essay by K. Jagannathiah, F. T. S. This little tractate of 11 pages gives 
most compactly a large numher of facts in science, the letters, ant1 :LI-ts, 

pro\-ing the advanced position of the early Hinclus ant1 its corclial recog-nition 
by the greatest  authorities in the JVest. Upon the tongue used, the f; l~nous 
Sir IVilliam Jones says this,-'<The Sa~iscr i t  language is a wontiertul stl-uc*- 
ture, more perfect than the Greek, more copious tllztr-1 the Latin, a n d  11iore 
escluisitely refined than either." Less for these reasons than because i t  niay 
resuscitate the oltl Aryan morality and thus re-establish the Aryari greatnebs 
and grandeur,  Bro. Jagannathiali urges its revival. W e  warmly favor 
Sanscrit learning, and sincerely hope that there may be a continued and 
glorious revivification of the study of that noble literature. 

THE SXNKIIYA I(-IRIKA, from the Sanscrit of I s~vara  Krislina. T h e  
translation is accompanied svith a commentary. but the matter is too clry 
ancl too technical for service in this longitude. Very different are  the mental 
aptitudes of India, ant1 the Theosophical Society there has no d o u l ~ t  done 
\visely in providing students with this work. (Tookeram 'I'atya, Boml~ay.) 
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A GUIDE 1.0 T H E O S O P H ~ ~ . - T ~ ~ S  is one  of tlie many  valuable 1>00li~ 
\\-hich ou r  ever-to-he-esteemed Brother ,  Tooke ram T a t y a  of lSol-rlbay, 11:~s 
securetl to us  through liis "'T11eosophic:tl 1'ul)lication Fund."  I t  is no t  a n e w  
treatise, l)ut a coml)il:ition of  letters, articles, facts, from journals,  magazines,  
books, gi \ , ing in a ~ ) r o g ~ - e ~ , i \ - e  \ \a)-  all i(lea of Theosophy,  tlie fountlation and  
Fountlers  of tile Tlittoso!)liical Socirt!.. of its a ims  a n d  prospects ancl teacli- 
ings. of the nnea~is ancl stei)b to self-cultnru, of I\-1l:tt Inen are  ant1 may 
1)econle. \ I - c  especiall! Iiail tile I-epul)iic;ltion of' vni-ious t locuments cel-tit?-- 
in;. to tlie I-lial-:~cter ant1  stalitli112- of' ;\latl:inie I:Ii~\.;~t>ii!- ant1 Col. Olcott, o u r  
t;,,no;-ec! Chiefs. not that  tllesc a r e  neecltxl ! ~ J I -  tilose \\.]lo 1;1lo\\., i)ut tha t  they 
1~ on han(l  f i l l -  the confuting ot' those n-iio (lo riot l i i l t l \ \  :111(1 \ \ . i l l  ilot I)elie\-t'. 
So  \.el-). n l u c i ~  grou~lcl  is co\-el-ecl b y  this  ';i;uitle." ant1 t i t t j l - t .  is g-i\-eli so 1nr1c11 
i~~ fo rn l a t i on  on m a n y  points a r i s ing  in stutly 1)ut n o t  a t  tile niolllerit c;i~):tl)le 
of :ins\\-er, tha t  \ve \.cry I\-armly counsel the  1-arious ISi-;tncIit.> i l l  . \~~lc:~-ic;r  t o  

secure  i t  for tlieir liljraries. A note states t l l a ~ ,  througl-i a / ) l ~ l ~ t l e i .  of tile 
hintler, tlie '17al)le of C o ~ l t e ~ l t b  li;\s been omitted,  :rncl this is nlust ulit;,l-t~~li;rir-. 
'The 1'1-efrlce g-i\-es h o l ~ e  tlint tlle ertentletl cornnlentary ul)on " I> igI~t  on t!ie 
Pxth  " in 1'/((~ l i Z ~ ~ n s o ~ / z i . s f  I)? Jutlge St-eenev:tsa Ro\v  of 3Iad1-as \sill 11e 
brought  out  11efore long. 1;oth tlie l'refilcc antl the [ntroduction a r e  esct:l- 
l e~ l t l y  \\-ell \vrittcn, tlirougli tlic furlne~.  t\\.ice spealcs of the  " 1)asal g e r m  " of 
t ru th ,  n s:\(\ m i r i ng  of ~llt.~;\!,l~or:, \\-llivll \\ill no cloubt 1)e col-rectetl in a 1:tter 
edition. T h e  bb(;uic!e" c-an 1)e ortlel-etl fl-oln IT. Tvol;er;tnl Tntyn ,  17 
Tan-rarintl L:~nt.> I to~nl~;~!. ,  In:lia, for 2 rupees  plus  stage. 

'The JIal-c-h issue of I ' /re? 77~cosoj/cisr is unusu:tlly interest ing antl in - 
structive. Tlie en i i ve~ i i~ ig  eeffect of Col. Olcott's preselice in the  E d i t o ~ - i , ~ l  
oflice is a1)untl;tntly s l~o \ \ . ~ i ,  a ~ l t l  rl-rrlst cloubtless assuagu his o1~1-r regre t  ; i t  

t l ~ r  I~os t i~onenler l t  of tile \-isit to Japan .  A shor t ,  but  i7ery im l~o r t an t ,  article 
on LLIn i t i : ~ t i on"  is eal-nestlj- co:nnientletl to e\-er5- practical Theosopllist. 
\\Te ha\.tt ou~-sel\ ,es reatl it th ree  times, antl tint1 each ~ ~ a r a g l - a p h  pregn;trit 
\vith instruction. Col. Olcott 's o\\-11 contributions to this n u m l ~ e r  f i l l  it \\.it11 
life, anti \\-e esl)cciriIl!l tlianli Iiim for the space  given to facts abou t  tlic 
L- l~ner ican  UI-allches: not  for ~ ~ a t r i o t j c  I-easons, hu t  l ~ e c a u s e  tlle late \-el->- 
remarkable  out-cropping of  'Tlleosol)hic interest in (listant par t s  of the  S ta tes  
justifies the  1)elief tha t  IIiglier Powel-s a r e  encour :~ging  the  nlovenlellt t l ~ e y  
at first i11stig:ttetl. I t  is certainly note-\\orthy tha t  -foz/;l- new Char te rs  Ilave 
been issuetl in  little olrer  :t month ,  antl tha t  half a s  m a n y  applications \yere 
receivetl in the  yea r  past  a s  in the  eleven previous yea)-s of the  Society's liir. 

T h r o u g h  the  kind offices ot a valued F. T. S. in IYilIiesbarre, I'a., tile 
E:ditor of the  Szlt~rZny iMor~zi~ly Leizdcv of tha t  city openecl his columns to n 
series of  let ters  expository of TI ieoso~)hy  hy a member  of the Ar!an T. S. of 
X e w  York. These  letters, nine in numher ,  \ \ e r e  \\ ritten I\ it11 spec i ,~ l  
reference t o  the  cliffculties ant1 o l~ jec t ions  felt by readers  to \\-horn the  topic 
is new, a n d  also to the need for a compact  sketch of tlie genera l  scheme,  free 
from tec l~nica l  o r  unusual  terms.  T h e y  have now been reprintecl in 
pamphlet  form ufider the  title, " The L.t.'ilkesbnwe Leftt7rs orz Thtosoj4hJ~," 
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:i~ltl n copy \ ~ i l l  be mailed to any  atltll-ess upon the  renlissioli ot' ro i t s .  in 
st;lml).; to the PATH office. 

' ; L e s  T,ys Noirs,"  1)y A l l ~ e r  Jhounej- ,  is a collection of 01-liate ln!.stical 
[loems \vliose nalne,  ' '  Elnck Lillies," is n syml~o l  of the I<al)l~aI:~. .\ tolie ot' 

1"-otountl rnela~icholy pre\-xtles tlie \vhole book, I\-hich is very F r e ~ i c l ~  in ton? ; 
some of the  tlescriptions a r e  j~eautiful. (Paris ,  (;. Carrti.) 

.-I I ) ~ < e : ~ h r  or*' THE GII:ONI)E, ant1 o the r  poems 1)y Evelyn I'j-ne has  jubt 
I eachetl us ,  ant1 also, I>y t he  s ame  author ,  'TI-~I;. I'OI<,I. IX 51-\\-. l y e  will notice 
them next month. '  

l t A \ I < C F I  h I ~ l G A 4 Z 1 S l < S .  

LF, I d ( ) r ~ ~ ~ . - b '  Fr : lgn~ei i t  of :I 1)ook i1-i pi-el):~r:itio~\ ' '  i h  :in tirticle I ) > -  5 .  
tle Cuai tx ,  \\.hich heraltls his fortI ic-onii~l~- \I , ()<)\<.  " ' l ' i~c  Se1-1)cnt of Grnt :> is . "  

S ta r t ing  \\.ith tile st:rtemellt t l i ;~t  t11e sul)ernatul.;iI cloeh riot t , \ i h t ,  the ;111:li01- 

g i~ r e s  some :;cie~ltitic I~ilits on the  ' *  C'~-e:iti\.e Fol-cc," e\-ell \\.liile iool;i~lg L ~ I ' O I )  

God from tl-it: an t l~~ .o l~omor l ) l~ i c -  s t a n ~ l l ~ o i n t .  l l i s s  ,\rulitlale's e\c~t ' l lel~t  
~ ~ a ~ ) e r ,  $ '  \ \ - I I ;L~  is the '1'l.ieoso~)Iiical Society," loses llone o f  it:; c l e a ~ - n e ~ h  i l l  ii 

clevel- I.'l-encli t~-ansI:~tiorl .  I l u  1'1-el, i n  his paper  on '. Tlie Scientific I7it.\\. 
of ou r  S t i ~ t e  after I lcnlh,"  considers the I3uclrlhist concel)tion a s  purrlv 
esoteric,  I\-irliout nl-Jl~eiii-ing to r emark ,  as the  editor of the  Lofus juytl!- 
ol)ser\.es. t11;it c,.zoft.;l*ic I~uc!tlhism solves a11 the  pro l~ lenls  offel-ecl 1))- Du 1'1-el. 
\vitllout Iiis al)pearing- to kno\v it. A mystical ant1 cha rming  poem or1 
IVistlom 1))- J e ~ n  I i a i n~ i i u .  ant1 selectetl sentences from St.  Afartin, togetiier 
I\-ith 1-emill-ks on to l~ ics  of the  clay, close this interest ing number  of the 
Lotus ,  \\.hic!l is tloil-ig forceful tlieosopliic \vork in  all tlirections. 

' ~ I I F ,  I,OI'CS (I'aris) for I I a r ch  is a t  hand ancl is full of interest. 

1j7ith much  tleferellce \ve venture to ~ n ~ i t e  tlie at tention of L I I L L ; ~ ~ ' Y  to tile 
g r ave  et>mological  o l~ j e r t i ons  to its cletillltlon of pentacle a s  rt si.t--pointetl 
s ta r .  

- 

I t  is often the  common trifles of life \vhich make  us  think. I incline to 
the  belief tha t  these smal l  things a r e  the  1110st impor tan t  of all. T h e y  a r e  
t11e esoteric, hitlclen uncler the gross  hulk of diurnal  occurrences.  

Yesterday I heart1 :I sernlon in a ix~rnyard.  I c ame  upon the  place sutl- 
denly and  unseen.  T w o  figures leaned upon a c rumbl ing  s tone  wall ; f igures 
feminine,  by their  tlraperies tluttering in April winds. Jaunty  toques of blue 
and violet, undulat ing lines, a sheen of golden llraids, a crisp toss of cur l s  
running ,  tendri l-wise,  all over  a n ~ u t i n o u s  head,-what is there  in the  sun1 
total  of trifles such  a s  these to s tay  the s teps  of a m a n ?  T h e  mere  flowing of 
these ga rmen t s ,  o r  one  of the  nlultiform curves of these shapes  so  different 
ye t  s o  like his o\vn, is like a battery applied to every pulse, even t ha t  of the 

1 Smith, Elder 6. Co., (18X8), London ; price 6 s. 
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crabbed oltl I~achelor .  Not  in any  mere  physical sense.  either. AIost of all, 
the  thoughtful occultist sun -eys  his  responsive na ture  a n d  asks  himself \ \hat  
is the suprenie,  the  t ina l ,  \\o~-tl of the  g r ea t  mystery of sex. 

S t r ange  to sa!-, these gir ls  \\.ere ]lot talking. T h a t  puzzled anti stoppetl 
me.  One ,  \\-it11 the 111-otile of a Ps!.cl)e of fifteen, was  s tudying  a Child's 
Histor!- of England .  just :is she  leanetl on tha t  sheltered sunny wall, with 
pigeons cooing ahoi-e,  the  fe rment  of the  compost  heap  below, and ,  all 
arountl. the clattei- of hens ancl piping cries of cheep,  cheep,  cheep-cheep ; 
little chickens go ing  cheap," a s  if there \ \ere some 1)arny:~rtl auction.  

T h e  eltler gir l  simply starecl tlo\\-n a t  the  compost  heap,  littered a s  it 
\\.as \\.it11 greenish  patches of clry corn fodtler, anrl soft e!.ed Altlerney calves, 
blinking ant1 ~ n u n c h i n g  in the i r  unused,  make- l~e l ieve  I\-ay. T h e r e  \\.as 

meclitation in t ha t  s tare.  Even the goltlen coated gi-eyhound, I!.ing on the  
~ v a l l  ~ v i t l ~ i n  the  circle of h e r  a rms ,  coultl not  engage  he r  attelltion 1)). sl1ii.t.r.; 
of fright w h e n  horns  \\-ere pokecl a t  him a n d  curious co\\-s put  out  rougli 
tongues to\vards the  hands  of the  young mistress,  still sparltlirlg \\.it11 a f r \ v  

sal t  crystals. 
'The book closed \vith a snap .  I'syclie g lanced  a t  her  neig-lll~or, then  

took her  a r m  and cucltlletl u p  t o  her.  Lean ing  s o  together,  youth s o  secui-e 
of the  sympathy  of youth, the n.hole scene  took on a confidetltial aspect. 

One  noticed for the tirst t ime tha t  a11 the frisking young things allout 
paired with one  another.  Psyche's eyes follo\vecl the  direction of he r  com-  
panion's ; he r  lo\\-, sweet  voice hat1 ;I note ot surpr i se  in it. 

;. \\-hat t71-t2 you thi~lliillg- a l ~ o u t ,  l 'ansy? " 
T h e  other pointecl to the compost  ileal). I began t o  think tha t  in her  my 

itleal \\.as I -ea l i~e t l .  Sty itleal is a young ;ant1 cha rming  11-oman--rZzrttlb. 
a 6  JVell t hen?  " 
i l l a s  ! I'ansy sl)olte. 
.. It malies nit: think tha t  there is no 1)entli." 
T h e  o ther  s l~ ivere t l  a little and  cast  a scare(l  g lance  allout her.  The 

cla\vn of s l~ r i i l g  a ~ i t l  one 's  s isteenth year  ; surely no t ime t o  thinli of I lea th .  
T h e n  slle smiled \vith all the  unespectet lness of the feminine na ture .  

.' X\\fully nice itleas you (lo have, any  ho\\. I like that .  It's a tllous- 
and   nill lion tinies nicer tllan the o ther  \\-ay : tell m e  allout it." She I-ul)l)etl 
her  cheek on 1':~nsy's shoulder,  just ns the little calves rut) u p  ag i~ in s t  their  
mothers.  

T h e  o ther  gir l  touzled the  g-reyl~ouncl's e a r s  ; untier cox-el- of its ner \ -ous  
velp I sneaked  a little nearer  th:~t  I migllt hear  11ette1-. 

" I t  \\.as tile corn fotlder. I )011 ' i  J-ou r e m e n ~ l ~ e r  ho\v it glistenecl ant1 shone  
~ I I  the  m o o i ~ l ~ g l i t  last s u m m e r  ? S ,lnetin)es \I-e s to l~pet l  ou r  1)anjoes to listen 
to the  ml-sterious songs  i t  s a n g  \ \he l l  little breezes ran t h r o u g l ~  it." 

' i A i ~ d  it seemetl to be havingsolne  kind of a good time. anyho\\-. Di t l~ l ' t  
it now ? " 

" Yes, bu t  I wonder  if it tloesn't ever have  a better  time. I gues s  the  
corn,  anti all the  o ther  ear th  things,  the  chemicals, you kno\ \~ ,  have a h igher  
life, a hea\.en life, somewhere."  

'< Pansy ! b70u're just too cute for anything.  iI l'zeaveyz Zzft.. lC7herc ?" 
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.. In u s  ; in  the  a n i ~ n a l  kingdom." 
'I'he o ther  laughed and  clapped h e r  hands.  You clever th ing  ! I sce 

it ! I see  it I" 
i 4  Yes ; don' t  you nov- t ill1 the  lime, a n d  the  salt, and  all those thing-s 

a r e  in the  ea r t h  a n d  ge t  tlra\vn up  into the  vegetables and  all. The11 birtis 
zinc1 an imals  antl men  ea t  them there  ; a n d  \ye ea t  the hircls ant1 all too. 
Those  chemical  molecules, o r  Jvhatever the books call 'em, they supply our- 
nervous force ; from tha t  o u r  thoughts ancl ac ts  come. T h e  clull clod of the 
fieltl passes by clegl-ees into the  brain of the  s ta tesman,  nncl nations 31-e 
coucluerecl. Isn't tha t  the  heaven life of the  ivheat ancl the  corn ? And the 
par t  o u r  I~od i e s  reject, tha t  goes  ou t  into e a s t l ~  aga in  like this," pointing to 
the  com1)ost heal). " See  the  little flies hat(.hing out  of it over there.  Set: 
tl1:~t green  (lot tlo\vn by lo's hoof. That ' s  a \\.eecl sp rou t i~ ig  ; ~rnayl~e  sonne l ) i ~ - t l  
o r  insect won' t  thinl; it's a ~veecl, hu t  foo(1. I lon' t  j.ou r e l n e ~ n l x r  thirt a\\ iul 
piece of meat  cool< t h r ew  out,  \vitl: m q g - o t s  s ~ v a r m i n g  in ii ?" iS11e g-as!~etl, 
gurg-let1 ; 110th gave  a shutlcler, a shriek,  clutcliecl e a c l ~  o t l~e t -  nr~tl  tul.lir(l 
p ;~ le .  'l'hen gigg-les.) "l\'ell. \ v l ~ e ~ - e  \\.as I ?  Oh ; t11;rt'Il 1)e 11ie \ \ ; I !  oul. 
deacl !)otlies slllit up  into a million lives in the grave .  \*t:. i i ' h  >o. I g.ur\y 
out- soul turns  oul- I)ocl!- o u t  as I-efuse just like this co:lll)ost l l r ;~ l ) .  'l'l~cii 
more  l i t l  comes.  I:ve~-!.tlli~lg feecls something- ; e\ .et-yt l~ing i h  ea ten  "1) . \ I > ( \  

t u rned  into anot l~e l -  lii~\tl o f  life 1)y the  \yosld. I t lo~i ' t  see  an)- Ileatil ;ri,out 
it. 1 only see  c h a ~ l g e ,  ch:lllge, c l~ : r~ lge ,  antl all\-nys a higher antl a l o \ ~ e ~ -  life 
for everything,  t u rn  a l ~ o u t .  Fil-st the life of its o\\-n kintl, and  t11e11 n s11;il-c 
in the l a rge r  life of some I l ig l~er  t l ~ ing .  Ant1 tha t  h igher  th ing  is itself, too. 
l ~ e c a u s e  it forms n part  of tha t  something. else for the t ime hc ing ."  

X~icl  so they'l-e all otle ? "  
" Y e s  ; one gt-cat big \\.or1(1 e r ch ; t~~g ing -  ancl clianging. I don' t  set. so 

much difference l,et\veen th ings  ; a n d  1 clon't k ~ i o ~ v  \vhy people talk allout 
Death."  

" Ditl you ever  think," saicl her  comllanion, b b  t h a t  when Ive died,  \ve 
went to another  s ta r ,  a n d  lived there ,  antl after  tha t  t o  another  antl another  3" 

"\Yh)- I never  knew yoz~ thought  of such  things. You didn't g e t  tha t  
ou t  of English history." 

s b  Yes ; I kno\v everyhotly thinks l 'm silly. So  I am. And Aunt ie  ~voulcl 
say that's the  silliest idea  of all. I asked he r  one  day  after  church-isn't 
church  just too a\vful, except Eas ter  antl the  bonnets?-and she told m e  to 

be still ant1 not  he a heathen  like that ."  
I '  W h e n  you've go t  a hea then  n;itne, too, Psyche !" 
" T h a t  was  il2amma--and she's cleacl ; s o  I wontleretl, \\.hen I was  little 

ant1 missed her,  if \ \ e  didn' t  g o  on  from s t a r  to star ."  
" O r  maybe  coIne \ lack here. lVhy not  ? Everything else comes  back 

he r e ;  t .aeryf/~i~~g-." 
" So  it does. l'ansy Allan,  you're a real, live genius  ! You ought  to 

write poetry. Tllat 's  just \\?hat it does ; it comes  bacl<, like the corn in the  
compost  heap." 

.' And meant ime it's hacl a h igher  life in some g r e a t  i)o(ly. I l 'here ? 
t 'ncl for us, ~ v h e r e  ? Is it a s t a r  o r  a sphere  ? " 
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They  gaze u p  into the electric air. A tender  solemnity dignifies the  ga;; 
young faces. 1n1rolunta1-ily I lift my  ha t  \\-here I stantl in tlie shade\\; of life. 
A s  I move a\\-ay I hear  a pecul i ;~r  souncl, not  s o  often heart1 hy oltl I~achelors .  
It is a kiss. ant1 x-t.~ltle \\-ortls folio\\- it ant1 me .  

\-ou'\-e nlatlc m e  so  liapl,~.. \*ou've taken alvay Death  ; think of it ! 
I'll never lje afraitl in the  ( lark ally more.  \\re g o  on ,  from s t a r  to star ,antl  
\\.e come 11:~ck to this beautiful wol-ltl." 

.. I-'s!-clie, I sal-. St:\.er tell an)-l~otly,  only the  girls. I'eople \\.oult~ 
i :~ l~g l l  a t  us." 

Of course ; \\-hat makes  thein so hateful anel s tupid ?" 
' &  o h ,  I guess  \\.hen they g e t  older they're \\.or11 out ,  1)ool- old things,  :in(] 

they  forget." 
J l o r e  giggles,  cha t te r ,  and  I \vas gone ,  having leal-ned an  a s t o u ~ l t l i n ~ -  

fact. Girls t/ri?zk! F a n c y !  Untier  1)angs ant1 tlie ieatllere(l. l ) e~ - i l ) l ) o~~e ( l  
crrl~t-ices of fashion ! \Vho coulcl have suljposetl it ? 7 i i r y ~  f/li~~/I' .' E \ . c I ~  
I i f f l e  girls. F o r  the  o ther  clay S u r  toltl me a gliost stoi-y untler solemn t);tti-ib 
of secrecy. In the  \;illage \vhe~-e  \ \ e  sumlne r  is a so-c:illetl haunted  house, 
\vhich has  stooti empty  fol- yea1-s. 111 tlie colt1 (la!-s of late au tumn ,  an  hout- 
I~e tb r e  sunse t ,  S u e  ant1 he r  host of \.anclals sa\v the  2-host at a \\-intlo\\., a 
human  shape  tha t  \va~-ere t l  o r  1)ulsatetl :L little ; it \vas spectral  and  l i~( le ( l ,  
like a photographic negati \ .e ,  I I L I ~  tlistinct in the  \\.aning (lay-light. ?'lie!- sa\v 
it several  tiines. 'I'lley e\-en sllo\vetl it to me.  On the  secontl occasion Sue 
thus  ;ttlcll-tssetl I ~ t t l -  coml,aniolls: 

" So \ \ - .  girls. \\-e l;~-io\\- tlic \\-liole ct-o\vd sees it. .Alitl tile house is erllljt!. 
cause  \\.e (1;1i-:'(l tlie l)o!-s to go tlirough it yesterelay an '  they ditl, ljut \\.it11 

one  pistol a n ' s i x  clogs. So it's a rtlrll ghost .  ISut of course gro\\ .n-ul) ,  
\\.oultl c:lll u s  itlioti ; some  \\-oultl scolcl us--not my fam'l!., the)- don' t  clarc. 
];lit I just ha te  to 11e laughecl a t .  So n-e must  sn.enr- ne\.et- to tell a single 
g r o ~ \ ~ r l - u p ,  except  Mr. Julicts: he 's  a\vful foolis11 a l ~ o u t  such  th ings ;  he'll 
l~elie\.e us ant1 riiaybe esplanitj. it." 

Su re  enough ,  I am so  foolish a s  to 11elie1.e \vith Sue  tha t  I sa\v this as t ra l  
I-etlection which l ~ e c o m e s  visiljle in certain contlitions of the  a tmosphere  a t  a 
\\.intlow \\-here I-epol-t says a faithless Ivife, imprisoneel allel insane,  stootl 
th rough the  claylight hours of Inany years,  gazing over  to\varels the  church-  
yard  where  her  ~ i i u rde r ed  lover slept in  his gra\-e,  a s  m e n  would say. 

T h e  consciousness of a chilcl, Inore liniited a s  to es te rna l  ~>ercept ions  
ant1 conditions t han  ours,  discovers often the  unseen in those objects o r  
s ta tes  of wllich it t akes  note. I ls l~ecial ly is this the  case \\-it11 nervous 
chiltlren, whose earnestness often ei ther hypnotizes the  o thers  by escit ing 
their  imagination,  or ,  11y actually raising their  magnet ic  vibrations, enables 
them to  see  also the  astral  plane. T h e n  the  first th ing  " t h e  c r o \ ~ t l  " does is to 
vow tlie total esclusion of " GI-o\\-n-ups." T h e  cliiltlren of the  present  a g e  a r e  
almost  all of one  mint1 : they l~e l ieve  t ha t  their  intel-ests anel those of their  
parents  a r e  separa te ,  instead of be ing  identical. T h e y  hancl togetliei- to 

resist them ; they afford one  another  mora l  suppor t  in rel~ell ion ant1 contenlpt  
of the  menta l ,  ethical, ant1 soci;\l dictates of maturi ty.  'Their attitutlr 
towards  all their  elders is one  of suspicion. I t  is the most  discordant  aspect  
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of American life. O u r  cllildren tlo not I~elieve that \ve 1ini.e their true 
interest a t  h e a r t ;  they question the valitlity of our  experience; the!- feel 
that as a body we are  mainly engaged in upholtling our  o\vn itleiis. 
\!Thy is this ? Can it he l~ecause  \ve have stunted their true instincts 1)y 
inocculating them with a pervertetl nlotlesty, a false estimate of so-calletl 
" authority," and futile methods of reasoning from effects alone ? Can it be 
because zue deny the validity of their experience, to them so vivitl and strong, 
by teaching them to tlisregal-tl the suggestions and hints of their inner selves ? 
Can it be that we have been ignorantly teaching falsehoorls to our  chiltlren 
and that they are  beginning to fintl us o u t ?  

I believe it, a s  any man must believe \vlio sees that Society is on all sides 
engagecl in repairing clecaying- erections. It is an  01-gallization for the 11ur- 
pose of upholding fictitious theories of all kinds. There  is more to l ~ e  saitl, 
of course, on this subject of our  cliiltll-en ; their irrevel-ence is a reaction fl-om 
our  untlue ancl irrational tentlet-ness, a reaction of the I-ace. 'I'his cjuestion 
cannot here I)e thoroughly esplol-etl. 

I \voultl rttltl that \\-e a re  heginning to fiucl ourselves out : the ag-e has  
misgi\,ings concerning its o\vn nature. T\vo evetits of last \\.cek \\-ere notts(l 
hy me. One \vas lecture 11)- l t r .  Perrin,  on the Principles of JIol-;~lit!.. 
Jlis is the sta11til)oint of the ortllotlos, niaterinlistic scientist, ant1 liis lecture 
\vas a n  attempt to prove moral principles I~asecl upon ant1 arising froni tlie 
p i~re ly  natural order. 'The scientific ancl moral princi1)les were sountl so 1';11- 

a s  they \vent, l ~ u t  the lecturer failetl to s h o ~ v  the existence of a n y  connection 
t)et\veen them ; all logical links \\-ere missing. Still \ve see \vitli 11leasure 
this hint that science is recognizing her  o\vn ethical poverty ant1 feels tile 
pressure of l>ul)lic opil~ion in this respect. It is a first reaching up\vard, a n  
etfort to l~ roaden  her territory : the effort x i 1 1  increase aucl bear fruit. So 
\vith the Cllurch. At the Iiome of nn elocluent Protestant clergyman, a lectur-e 
on I'sychic Research \vas cleliveretl to a numl~ei-  of culti\-atecl ant1 I -e l ig io~~s 
\Yomen. T h a t  l ieligio~i too feels pul~lic 111-essure, and begins to look ahout 
for e\-idences of the soul, to estencl her tlomain from form to reality, is also 
\yell. T h e  pressut-e comes from Theosophy ant1 from the current of thouglit 
inaugurated I)y it. It is tlie link l)et\vet.li Science ant1 Religion hecause i t  

is 110th. 
Xor  is the value of this latter incitle~it in itself invalidate0 I~ecause  it 

\vas a mere t r ap  to the cul t i~are t l  audience invitetl to hear it. T h e  lecturer,  
none other tllnn tlie self tleceivetl f-Iotlgson of Psychic Resenrcl~  notoriety, 
playetl out in  Lontlon, having c~uarrellecl lvitll his society ant1 no\\- " h l r .  
Hotlgson of Boston," gi\res a brace of psychic incidents, ant1 then launches 
fol-tll into his worn tale of his Atlyar adventures ancl inrectives against 
JIadame I3lavatsl;y. 'Tlint ~ ~ c o p l e  are tir-etl of it ; that lie has been " esposetl " 
too ; that the nffitlavits a n d  proofs of Ill-. Hartmann's able 11alnplilet ant1 
the sigllatures of 300 I-esitlents of llaclras ant1 Atlyal- all tlisproi-e hIr. 
llotlgson's unsul~portetl testimony ; that people laugl1 a t  the lack of comnioll 
sense \\;llich came to " investigate " ;llone and Ivithout lvitnesses. and n.hic11 
listellet1 to the tattle of a elischarged servant (oh ! these French maids I) 
until it \\-as bamboozled,--all this has not penetrated the British skull. 
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T h e  Rlatthexv Arnolcl spectacles fit more  t han  one  Engl i shman,  it s e ems  ; 
o u r  good na tured  tolel-ance makes  them take  us  for fools. The re  have been 
heiviltlering \\.omen ant1 male  victims to their  cleverness before no\\., 
ant1 the  partial youth of o u r  in~ .es t iga tor  escuses  him for h a ~ i n g  investigated 
3Iatlanie Couloml) instead of Iier mistress,  J l a d a m e  Hlavatsky. N o  doubr  
the  eschange  rel ie~.ed the tetlium of foreign tr:ivel. But  he  is not  excusable 
for 1)l;iying L I I X ) ~  the cretlulit! anil eva t l i~ lg  the  expt~ctat ions of earnes t  gentle-  
\\-omen, n o r  !-ct for his i~ i su ln r  ignorance  in suppos ing  t ha t  Amer icans  a r e  
not  \\-ell up  in  the su l~sec lue~ l t  e\ .ents  of liis (la)-. I j T e  !-awn over cleat1 issues 
too, ancl nothing ],ores us so  much a s  those Inen \\.]lo only rise from tlie 
conilnon level hy stantl ing on the  platform of the i r  o\\.n mishaps anil snubs.  
11-e a r e  sor ry  for Mr .  Hotlgson's Aclyar fever ancl his Lontlon cliill, bu t  \Ye 
heard  of them t\vo years ago ,  ant1 hash is ou r  national hPfe  / /o i l -e .  -1s I said,  
lve a r e  beginning  to find ourselves out ,  ou r  t rue  sel\-es, ant1 it t akes  all ou r  
t ime ancl thoughts.  T h e  tide of the  a g e  is turning.  Ever\-\\.liere I see  men 
a n d  theories reaching  outwarcl an(l up\varcl to broatlei- lines ; it i i  like a 
springtide whose  impulse tlie very chilclren feel. \\'ell clone, 'Theosol)li!-: 

Jur,rus. 

In consequence of a n  o\-erpo\vering press of business ( luring ancl follo\v- 
i ng  the  late Convention, the ;ins\\-ers to the  various Questions acldressetl to 
%ado]< ant1 others a r e  of net-c.ssit)- postponetl till another  month.  

IN  A M E R I C A  

ST. LOUIS.--A chartel- \vas issuecl, March  17th) 1888, to the  Es/t ~lfaoli t l  

T. S. of St .  Louis, 310. I ts  organization is for the  present  private. 

h ' l ~ c ~ I c ; i \ ~ . - O n  April  3tl, 1888, a char te r  was  issued to the  Lofzrs T. S., 
located in Michigan.  I t  is a private society. 

DR. FRANZ HAKTRIANN, F. T. S., has  been mak ing  a visit to Phila-  
delphia,  \\.here he  was  hospitably entertained by the President  of the  Kr ishna  
Branch.  On April  7th he  atltlressed a meet ing  of the  Krishna Brethren,  
g iv ing  a n  account  of his int imacy a n d  his travels  with ou r  honored chief; 
Madame  Rlavatsky, ant1 responding to the questions of members  upon 
Theosophic doctrine.  A similar  privilege had  been g iven  to the  Aryan  T. S.  
of N e w  York on  h larch  27th. 

PHII,ADEI,PHIA.-Bro. Carl  F. R e d ~ v i t z  has  resigned the  Presidency of  
the  h'~ishfzn I: S., Pliilatlelphia, because of his removal t o  Ne\v York,  a n d  
Bro. Hen ry  B. Foulke  ha s  been elected his successor. In the  second city of 
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the Union there should be material for a strong organi~at ion,  and the P.srt3, 
\vhich has copious experience of the liberality of the esisting member5hip, 
\$ill lvelcome every item showing its growth and vigor. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO.-From here we have intimations that a new Branch 
\\.ill very soon he asked for. l i e  have some earnest members there. 

IN  WILKESE~IKRE, I'A., r~ Sunday paper has of late opened its colum~ls  to 
theosophical tloctrine, and a S e w  York theosophist has contributed nine 
articles espounding Re-incarnation, Karrna, ancl other interesting subjects. 
These are  now being collectetl and \\.ill soon 1)e reprinted. 

According to notice tile Pre>iilents, Delegates, ancl Councillors of tlie 
-American Section, T h e o s o ~ ) l ~ i c ~ i l  .'.ocietj7, met  in con~ .en  tion at the She1-1:lan 
House, Chic'lgo, Ills., on  L 4 p ~ i l  z z d ,  1888. \Ye subjoin an excellent reljort 
made by the Chicago 1nfo~--0cetrn. T h e  proceedings in full are being 
printed, and will make a large p.lmphlet which will be sent to ali theosophist, 

in the U. S. free, and will be sold to all desiring to  purchase. I t  will con- 
tain, among other things, an  excellent paper by Dr. I. D. Buck of C'incln- 
nati, Ohio. 

,I ;1II<F,'I'lNG OF THE MYSTICS. 

Nearly seventy-five disciples of the doctrine of theosophy assembled in 
the club-room o f t h e  Slierman House yesterday to  !isten t o  the deliberations 
and papers read at the first National convention the bod: has ever held. 
delegate from E:ngiand--from 3Ime. Blavatsky-\\.as present in the  person 
of Dr. ,A. Keigtitley of London,  and  representatives from many of the States 

were likewise present. 
r 7 1 he morning session v a s  of a purely executive character, and admittance 

to  any save the regular accredited theosophists was denied. A long aulo- 
graph letter from 3Ime. Rlavatsky was presented by her emissary, Dr. Iceigh tlej-, 
wherein the lady spoke with much tenderness of her watchfulness anti abiding 
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faith in the aim to dogood to the assembly then gathered, and of her inability io 
be there " in  esse," concluding with an ardent expression of hope that 
the result \vould be of laiting good. During the reading of this personal 
missive-for each one preient deemed it a personal letter-there was what 
one of tlie ladies afterual d expresbed as "a  wave of unity of love and 
1~rotIierhoc)d " in tlie room, ancl it was plain to be seen that the responsive- 
ne.s of tliei~ inner natures liad been touched. A note of congratulation 
\\a- also leati from J l r .  Charles Johnston of Dublin, Ireland, a prominent 
t l i e ( ~ s o p l i ~ ~ t  in the far-away land, in \\hicli he  spoke of the advance of tlie 
nio\ enient of universal brotherhood and unity. Dr. 1:lliott Coues was macle 
chairnlaii of the convention at this preliminaiy meeting, and a l n ~ o i t  nritlic~t~t 
exception the officers of the preceding year were re-electecl. 

A'I' THE AY1'EIiNOON SESSION, 

which was somewhat delayed, the believers were present in goocl nniiil)ers, 
together with a few of the uninitiated, who, ho\vever, did not come to ~cotl '  
and be l-1ypocr1 tical, but 11 Iio n ere interested " intellectually " in the esotel I C  

science. 'I'he majority of tlioie present n ere in the prime of life, and were 
profount1 scholars in the m! stic lore and subtleties that pertain to theosopliy 
and its scientific atcachments. Some few, on the contrar!., as jet untutored 
in the mysteries of the occult, were inclined to be skittish, but were spee lily 
brought to a sense of decorum by their more advanced fellows. *\bout one 
hunched and fifty were present in all. 

In  the absence of Ilr.  E l l io t~  Cnues, Dr. Buck was called to  the cl~air  
by a unanimous vote. T h e  auditing committee's report was read by the 
assistant secretary, and was immediately followed by the report of the coni- 
inittees to nominate members of' the genelal council. T h e  general council 
members are : Edward IT. Parker, Mrs. M. 31. I'helon, Mrs. E. C. Cush- 
man, I;. S. Collins, E. D. Hanimond, Judge O'Rourke, James Ta~. lor ,  
Louise A. OK, 3Irs. 11. E. hIore!-, 111-s. A. N. Snvery, hlrs. M. 13angle, S. C'. 
( ;odd ,  Alexander Ful le~ton,  If'. H. Cornell, Dr. Bolglum, W. W. Allen, 
1. 11. Wheeler, Mrs. 31. L. Brainard, George 31. Sweet, IIrs. K. \Irestell- 
ciorf, A ,  0. Robinson, and others. 

AIiscellaneous business was then entered upon, and a, place of meeting 
for the next convention fixed. It  was decided that the next convention \\.as 
to be held in Cincinnati, in April, on the Sunday corresponding to that of 

yesterday, subject, however, to the revision of the executive committee. 
T h e  Secretary was authorized to print tlie proceedings in full. 

MR. Cr. 31. STEARNS, O F  BOSTON, 

read a 17ery creditable paper upon the subject of " Our \VPrk." Said he : 
" T h e  path of wisdom is tile path of duty. The  disciple performs the action, 
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anll in  dc)ing so  finds nis t lo~n.  \17hoever sees in action action, 11e amollg 
inen is possessed of spiritual illumination. H e  is tlie man o f  ri;-l~t action. 
and  the doer of all action.'' Our  \vorl;, whether as a theo;o1)21ical society or  
as  a branch, or as individual members  of a branch, is in reality one. Tlie 
l~eginning o f  all nrorli is in  the soul. Ho~vever  darl; the pat11 may be, ligllt 
is prornisecl ; however comples  the problem, the wiution was at hand. Tlle 
great life-worli of man was to learn to unselfishly strive to  help others. 
(;rowtli and real lino~vledge lead instinctivel!. to 1)ractical effort for others. 
\Ire learn that we may teacli, and  teach that \\e nixy learn ; and such a 
practical union, wherever formed, is a true t l ~ c o i o ~ ) ~ i i c . ~ ~ l  society ancl doing 
true tlleosophical worl;. T h e  cluestion wllich faces e\,erx tl~eosopllical 
society is : " F i o n r  may itre realize these lii,yl~est a s ~ ) ~ r a t i o n s  ? "  ' l ' l ~ e c ~ s o ~ ~ l i ~ ~  
can never be learnetl througli matter. 'I'hcre are severai 1f.aJ.s to I)ro.I)er in 
its study. First, liold public meetings and i n ~ i t e  conservative tallier.: therc 
Colonel Olcott, i l l  Inclia, is holiiing such inectings ancl doing s u c l ~  work. 
In Ainierica i t  tioes not seen1 to  succeed so meil. l \Th~, :  Irldia has more 
than five times as many branches as America, and because the work is con- 
ducted systematically and wisely, because the moyement in India is a 
Xatioiial m o ~ e n l e n  t, 

Seconill~., pnbiisli boolis a n d  pamphlets, circulate leaflets, for tllc!- (10  
more to unif!, men b~ making friencls than mutual stllti~. can do.  'l'llir(ll~., 
establisll a s ~ ~ s t e m  of correspondence 1 1 ~ 7  various rnethods. F o u l ~ I l l ~ . ,  let 
there be sorne regular plan o f  conducting meetings. Fifthl!., ~ i v i n g  and 
receiving liell) allti suggestions, for it was Emerson w h o  said : ' .  I I e  w h o  
spealis to himself spealcs to eternity." 

During the reading of the address Dr. Coues entered tlie room and  
assumecl possession of the chair 1-acated by Dr. Bucli. 

LjK. I:LCK'S PAPER. 

Then 111. Buck was calletl on to read a paper. H e  prefaced his remarks 
by saying that it \vas a paper he had read some time ago to a misetl asseni- 
Illy of skeptics and follo\\ers. In substance he said : Every revelation of 
truth is a divine revelation in man, and to separate these revelatio~is into 
groups, to caIl this a science and that a reiigion, \vhile it may be very con- 
venient, is not strictly correct. T h e  reality of nature is hardly yet compre- 
hended by any one. The \\lorst of "isms," present or prospective, is that of 
materialism. The  deification of matter is the clegradation of man, T o  mate- 
r i a l i~e  is to h ru ta l i~e ,  and to brutalile is to tlestroy. The  great  hull< of those 
\ ~ h o  formed the advance guard of truth were \vomen ; but in this triumphal 
niarcii to~val-<I liberty the lveak, the poor, ant1 the tlegradetl have equal share,  
for the woman, clad lvith the sun, is a divine mother of all souls, rather than 
of those alone whose lines ha re  fallen in pleasant places. 
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THE O R I ( ; I S  OF LIAN 

is a profountl myster!-, his na tu r e  a nlyster!., ancl the  country t o  \vhicli he 
inevitably tentls the 11rofountlest mystery of all. \;lie only Icno\v this saj-s 
material ism : 'To-morso\\- I\-e clie ; let us eat ,  drink,  and  be  merry.  IVe need 
only looli :irouncl nntl be honest  in ou r  g lance  to assure  ourselves of the  t ru th  of 
this statement.  \Yhat is the key to the labyrinth ? J I a n ;  for he  is the  epitome of 
ail. Uoth na ture  anti m a n  \\-ill teIl the  story of their  l ~ e i n g  if m a n  ~v i l l  hu t  
listen to the  I\-ontlrous story.  But  he  ~ v h o  prefers to holtl fast to itleas a l ready  
~~reconceivecl-\\.hat he thinks ought  to he-will bu t  re ta rd  the  genera l  move- 
men t  of the  race. W h o  built the  palaces of Yuca t ;~n  o r  the  pyl-amids of 

Egyp t  ? iVho built tha t  o ther  city on \vhich T roy  \\.as founcled ? \Thy clo 
n.e refer to those anc ient  r u i n s ?  Simpiy 1)ec:iuse \Ye of to-clay 11:ive 
imagined  in o u r  ignorance  t ha t  ou r  psec1ecesso1-s \\-ere l)arl):~rous, an (1  
we  alone possessed of ~vistlonl. Before people snlile a t  us let then1 tell us  
whence  the  origin of the s igns  xncl I;non.letlge of the zotliac. \Ye hear  a gootl 
dea l  abou t  man ' s  environment,  the  sul-viva1 of the fittest, etc. Consiclel- a11 
the  varying conditions of life-foocl, occupation,  the  difference in religious 
a n d  social life-from a material  stancl-point, ancl tell us, if you can ,  ho\i- it 
happens  tha t  a semblance  of the  h u m a n  still remains.  Theosophy intel-ro- 
ga t e s  na ture ,  ancl interrogates one's  own soul. Suppose we  say t ha t  'Theo- 
sophy is of all ~>hi losopl~ies  the  philosophy, of all religions the  religion, 
of all sciences the  science. 

11'IIX'L' IS RE:I,I(;ION "PER SF, " ?  

Actually, it is the metIic~(l 114- \vhicli m a n  disco\.ers his relation to Gocl. I t  
does not  have to (lo \\.it11 formulatetl I-esults, bu t  is ever  changing .  W e  are ,  
therefore,  atlmonishecl to ge t  I<no~vleclge ancl \\-istlom, but  \vitilal to get  it 
undel-stantlingly. 

\\'isdom consists of knowing nature.  Le t  m a n  but  in te r rogate  na tu r e ,  
and  she  \vill fill his soul wit11 an thems  ant1 symphonies of knowleclge. Yet 
this is bu t  the  na ture  side of man.  The re  is yet  the  spil-itual ; for the  
consciousness of m a n  ever  fluctuates bet\veen the  na tura l  ancl spiritual. l y e  
thus  fintl Inan a contlitionecl soul, to kno\v and  untlerstantl the  na tura l  ant1 
the  spiritual. Suppose \ve accept  the  doctrine of reincarnatio11-ten- 
tatively if you choose. W e  a r e  here prepar ing  incarnations for the ne s t  gene -  
ration. If this be  t rue ,  wha t  prevents m a n  from climbing u p  to Gocl? \\'hat, 
bu t  his lust  ancl ambit ion ant1 earthly vanities. Anci thus  it is seen tha t  the- 
osophy unfolds a stucly 9f evolution, bu t  more  advancecl than  that  evolution 
which ord inary  science t rea ts  of. But  why talk of evolution, ant1 say  nothing 
ahout  involution-polarity, the  in\varcl movenlent  from the  circumference 
of the  circle. T h e  whole of life is a process of gestat ion by \vhich m a n  is 
be ing  created.  

JUST ONE LAST PHASE 

of the  subject. Many  persons stolidly regard  dea th .  Well ,  w e  have s o  
misconceived life, wha t  wonder  tha t  we  misconceive death.  I n  na tu r e  
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nothing dies. The change callecl death is but the rest in Paradise. ant1 
\vhen n-orking conscientiously man may climb up to the Mount of Transtigura- 
tion and the unfolding of the Divine. He may reacl his destiny in the lil-ing 
light. The ageingof the hotly is but the blossoming of the soul. The speaker 
summed u p  the ultimate of theosophy in the follo\ving poem :' 

" All love must first be cast aside- Then she will slowly lead him on, 
All things that men esteem their own - By suffering and sharp ordeal, 

And truth be taken as a bride 1 Untd a victory is won, 
Who reigns suprenle, and reigns alone. And he begins to seilse the real. 

She will not come for lower price : Mainly 1)y suffering he %rows 
Her sweetness inan can never know, \\-here his real faculties commence ; 

\Vho seeks this virgin to enlice, Then he by effort of his own 
T o  share his love with things below. I The  painful pilgl-ilnage has trocl. 

She does not ask for written creeds, ,It Inst 11e tilids I~imself aloiie 
The  faith her luver need profess, I\-ith nature alld with nature's ( ;otl. 

But she tienlands u~~selfish deetls, H e  feels that sanity is won : 
S o l  will 11e satisfied \\-it11 l e s .  I-Ie 1;nows to hi111 (;od i 5  revealecl. 

A h !  she will glntlly cive her hand, I Ie  bas l i~  in the creative sun, 
And fondly cling to his en11,l-ace, ' Cy clouds of darl<lless long concealed : 

Whose love i i  pashionate and grant1 I-le find.; he lives, and I~reathes, and move\ 
For all the stricl.;en l ~ u ~ n n i ~  race. TVith l~lstinct never know11 l~efore, 

Ilat lest he slloultl profess a love As to his frame his mighty loves 
Of sentiments that only seem Its long lost faculties rehtore." 

Sincere in tent ion, Ile must prove 
Ily mal; in~ sacritice supl-erne. 

then del~verecl a veritable sermon o n  the n-chr (1s ' *  Beware of the Iliusions 01 
&latter." H e  was fbllo~t-ed by Jlr. Coues, \vho said : 

"Just so far as a man comes to see in^ that \vhicli is true, just so h r  
back is the so?lrce of \\>hat he sees. There 1s n o  new thing under the sun. 
A little ytjunger, a little lesi dsvelopetl, and therefore a little less true ; for 
all untruth is but the imperfection of that which in the end is the proces:, 
of nature come to be perfected in it. Eveiy human being does in his own 
self epitomize the nature of God, and it is onl!, a question of time ur,tll ~t 
can reach tliat temple necessary to leach the height of our existence." 

This ended the Cun\ention, so Far as the public Itas concerned, the 
remainder of the time beinq taken up in a semi-official way.' 

T h e  delegates \\ere : Profeisor Elliott Coues, TT'ashington : Stanley 13. 
Sexton. Chicago : Dr. \IT. P. Ptlelon, C'hicago : Elliott B. Page, St. Louis : 

IZ'illiam (2. Juclge, iYew \ro~-l. : Dr. J. H. Ohmann-Dumesniel, St. Louih : 
Dr. J. I). Ruck,  Cincil~nati ; (;eorge 11. Stearn.;, Hoston : E'. A. Nimi, 
Pl1usl;egon ; Dr. 11. J. (;ahan, Grand Iiland, Yeb ; IT'. S. Wing, Omaha, 
Sebraska : Dr. J. B. W. La Pierre, JIinneapolis : Dr. ii Keightlej-, London, 
-- - - - -  - - - -- - - - - -- - -- 

1 Froni Syrnpneuttmta, bj  1,rt~vrence Oliphant. 
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England, and others. Prosies were held by delegates for branches in Lo\ 
Angeles, San FI-ancisco, Jlalden, Mass., Philadelphia, and other places. 

Another meeting was held at the home of Stanley B. Sexton o n  the 
23d. On the e ~ e n i n g  of 22d IITi!liam Q. Judge delivered an address to the 
Spiritualists at 3Iarti1ie's Hall. Dr. Coues delivered an address on the 26th 
befi~re the \Tester n hociety for Ps! chical Research. 'The \vhole affair was 
full of encouragement. Loyalty t o  the c~luie ,  to the 3Iaste1s, and to JIme.  
H. P. I3lavatsliy was felt and declareti by all. 

" Wheil the strong mall has crossed the threshold he speaks 110 more to those at tile 
other (this) side. And even the words he utters when he is outside are so f111l of myztery. 
so veiled ancl profouild, that oilly those who follow in his steps can see the light n-it1li11 
thein."--T/zroz~gh t/rr Gntrs of Gold, p. 19. 

H e  fails to speak zelhen he has crossed, because, if he did, they n.ould 
neither hear nor understand him. All the language he can use wlicn 011 

this side is language based upon experience gained outside the Gates. 
and \\hell he uses that language, it calls u p  in the minds of his hearers onl!- 
tile ideas corresponding to the plane the!. ase on and experience they lixve 
undergone ; f o l -  if 11r: spealis of that liiiid of itlea 2nd experience \vhicli he 
has found on tlie other sitle, liis hearers ( 1 0  not 1;now what is beneat11 liis 
~vortls, and therefore his utterances seem profound. ?'hey are not veiled 
and profound because he \vishes to 1)e a. mystic n.hose words no  one cart 
espountl, but solely 1)ecause of the necessities of tlie case. Ele is willing 
and anxious to tell all who wish to know, but cannot convey what he desires, 
and lie is sometimes accused of being ullnecessarily vague and misleading. 

I3ut there /?re some w11o pretend to have passed through these Gates 
and \\rho utter mere notliings, Inere juggles of words that cannot be under- 
stood because there is nothing behind therri rooted in experience. Then 
the question arises, " H o w  are we to distinguish between these two?"  

r .  I here are two ways. 
I .  By having an immense erudition, a profound I ino~~le t lge  o f  the 

various and  numberless utterances of those lino~vn Masters thl.oug11out the 
ages whose words are full of po~ver. But this is obviously an immense and 
difficult task, one which involves years devoted to reading and a rarel!.- 
found retentiveness of memorj-. So it cannot be the one most useful to us. 
It  is the path of mere ljooli-knowledge. 

2. T h e  other mode is by testing those utterances by our illtuition. 
'I'here is scarcely any one nrlio has not got an internal voice -a silent nion- 
itor- ~vklo, so to say, strikes ~vittlin us the bell that corresponds to il-utll ,  



just a- a piano's Lvi1.e.s each report the vi1)rations peculiar to it, but nut c i ~ i '  

to .t!-ikin:. the wire itself: It is j u t  as if \re had \vittiin us a series ot' irts 
\\.ii,l.;e \.il)rations are all true. 1)ut n.hich will not be vibrated except b!. t110st. 
words and propositions wl~ich are in themselves true. So that false a n ~ l  
pretenciiny indi\.idual \ ~ t ~ o  spealis in veiled lauguage only mere nothingneis 
wi l l  never v i b r ~ t e  \\.ithin us those wires wliich correspond to truth. B u t  
u.t~en one who has 1)een to and through those Gates  peali is ordinary 
\vords really veiling grand ideas, then all the invisible wires within immedi- 
ately vibrate in unison. The  inner monitor has struck thein, and we feel 
that he has said what is true, and whether we understand him or not we 
feel the power of the vibration and thc value of the words we have heard. 

>Ian? persons are inclineti to dou1)t the existence in t1len1seli.e~ of this 
intuition, who in fact possess it. It is a common liesitage of man, and only 
needs unselfish effort to develop it. JIany selfish men have it in their 
selfish lives; many a great financier and manager has i t  and esercises i t  
This is merely its lowest use and expresjion. 

By co~lstantly referring mentally all propositions to i t  ant1 thus giving 
it an  oppostunity for growth, i t  n.ill grow and speak soon wit11 n o  uncertain 
tones. This is what is meant in old Hindu bo(11is b!- the esj)ression, '' a 
knonledge of the real meaning of sacred boolis." It  ought tci be cultivatetl 
because it is one of the first steps in Iinowing ourselves and understanding 
others. 

In  this civilization especially we are inclined to 1001i outside instead of 
inside ourselves. Nearly all our progress is material and thus superficial. 
Spirit is neglected or forgotten, while that which is not spirit is enshrined as  
such. 'The intuitions of the little child are stifled until at last they are 
almost lost, leaving the many at the mercy of judgments based upon ex- 
terior reason. How, then, can one who has been near tlle Golden Gates- 
much more he nrl-lo passed through them-1)e other than silent in surrounct- 
ings where the golden refulgence is unknown or denied. Obliged to use 
the words of his fellow tra~ellers,  he gives them a meaning unkno~srn to  
them, or detaches them from their accustomed relation. Hence he is some- 
times vague, often misleading, seldom properly understood. Rut not lost 
are any of these words, for they sound through the ages, and in future eras 
they will turn themselves into sentences of gold in the hearts of disciples !.et 
to come. ~C~OUI.\-II.:. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 

Since complaints have reached us about the non-delivery of the PATII 
in foreign countries, we wish to state that we are not responsible for its cle- 
livery except to those ordering from us either directly or through our agent, 
the Theosophical Publication Society, 78 Clarei~don Road, Notting Hill, 
London, England. T h e  price for England, post-free, is 8 shillings. 

The living soul is no t  woman, nor man,  nor neuter;  whatever body it 
takes, with that it is joined only. -Ss-detasvntara-Upanishad. 

OM. 

1 N o ~ ~ . - l ' h i s  meeting way devoted to initiation and other matters. 


